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THE EARLIEST EMBERS IHE COLLFGE

Of the four well-known faculties theology, on aW, —

dicine, an arts Comprıisıng the mediaeval University of Paris,
ıt W as undoubtedly the masters of theology who DaVC Paris ıts
pre-emiıinent fame Surely ıt Was their aculty which rst induced

art Än Praem. AXVIIL 1952, 137-171
**) As wWwWas promiısed at the end of art E the present section treats of the

intellectual ıte otf the mediaeval College, but ıt does trom very imited
poımınt of 1eW., Premonstratensian thinking at the College doubt reflected the
thought gomng around ıt, but the author does not POSSCSS the erudıiıtion
comprehension to master the whole INaze o# theories competing for favor In
Paris. As result he has generally ha to confine himself to the INOTEe genera|l
academic ftramework and few of the INOre significant intellectual trends
within which the Premonstratensian thinking w as carrıed Aside trom its
ınadequacy ıth respect the wider con{text, the present aCCount cannot ade-
quately CcCreate Premonstratensian thinking VEen ıIn isolation. Most of OUr
students eft records of the thought PTrOCESSECS ın which they worked Out
their views of the theological law worlds, and of those that di mMoOost
of the records have not been found Ihe ımited jel of the present W0rk
di: not allow the extensıve search which would be required UNCOVeEerTr whatever
theological canonica| exts still SUurvıve ın varıous municıpal and abbatial
libraries ot estern L.urope. Fven ın the few instances where exXts A1Ie available,
ıt wWas not possible make elaborate exposıtion of them without VeTr-

balancing the rest of the work T here aIic grounds tor believing, however, that
ven ıf all the WOIC at OUr disposal they still would not provide CONM-
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the Premonstratensians found their College In Parıs } Hence 1t
15 the aspırations and regulations of thiıs aculty that Ca  - tell us

MOStTEt about the academıc ıfe of the earliest members of the
College of Premontre.

To Jjudge from theiır accomplishments, the miıd-thirteenth-cen-
Lury Parisian theologians made ıt their PUrDOSEC 1{9 take and Aassı-
milate the Christian patrıstic heritage, synthesize ıt with the recently
recovered intellectual legacy of Greek antıquity, Aan: ın the
DrOCeCcSs ad maJor contribution of their O W. to the SUl. of human
wisdom. Serving and 1n part Justifying this aım wWas their teaching
of the Ne generatıon of students, oOINe of whom would continue
theır work, others of whom would dilute anı disperse the newly-
WO wısdom {}  d d the Christian INasses. Devotion LO the iıdeal wWas

not always of the aInle intensıty, ın fact the iıdeal ıtselt changed
with the ca  ° And naturally did the particular regulations which
WT iıntended LO iInsure that, whatever the ıdeal Was, ıt continued
tO be realized. Some of these transformations shall be reflected s

At the present Jjuncture, however, let restrict OUTI-

selves to brief sketch of the network of academic procedures

1INUOUS an coherent hiıs possibility offers SOI11LE basıs tor thinking hat
later INOTIEe detaijled studies 11 nOot entirely invalidate the INOTe general COIl-

clusions arrıved trom the limited and unavoidably desultory nature of the
present ınvestigatıon.

It 18 really In the INneTre assembling of the Premonstratensian ErTrSONAaACS who
did whatever thinkıng there w as ın the College that the present work offers ıts
maın contribution. It brings together documentary SOUICES independent of those
sed by an of the few previously concerned ith the College an Iso of those
sed by Goovaerts ın making hiıs valuable repertoire of Premonstratensian
intellectuals. The result 15 the calling of attention number of Premonstraten-
s1lans who WEeIe previously either almost altogether unknown at least unknown
for an y intellectual endeavors. Ihe attempt discover al the IN©  » whi studied
at the College naturally could not succeed: lists of this sort aIie mean to be
added to For ach student certaın essential biographical details, where eI-

tainable, AT g]ven. But attempt w äas made make exhaustive study of
an y e)01 ot them, though SOINE certainly deserve urther attention. In the noftfes
those SOUTCES quoted ıth asterisk b preceding contaın further bibliographical
information. Relegated toO Appendix 18 ıst of Premonstratensians for whom

connection ith the College has varyıng degrees of probability, though not
attested by conclusiıve evidence.

TIhe early academıic reterences LO the W hite Canons menti:on them ıIn
connecti:on only ith the faculty of theology. See unıversıty and papal|l documents
of 1254, 1263, 295 ın ENIFLE and CHATELAIN, Chartularium Universitatıs
Parisiensis (Parıis, 1889-97), l! 230, 253; 3 429 : I ? 591,
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which enmeshed the intellectual endeavors of the Arst members of
the College } hen Ca ook at the members themselves.

TIhe rst academic task facıng Premonstratensian
scholar upOnN hıs arrıval 1n Paris W as select master under
whose tutelage he would work an who W0uld be responsiıble for
him before the aculty of theology Z} {Ihe prıor of the College
ell ıts elder members doubt guided hım ıIn thıs chice. ÖOnce
his master W as chosen, the student could settle OWN LO fiVC “
S1IX > ca of steady attendance at ectures Dr10r obtaining hıs
baccalaureate. Gregory allowed only month of annual iınter-
ruption for SUIMNIMMNET vacatıon °) but by 1335 cCustom dictated
annual interlude trom the feasts of Saints Peter and Paul (June 29th
111 the INOITOW of the feast of St Denis ÖOctober 9th)

When he chose his master, the student indicated the
whose intellectual approach attracted him moOost. In actual practice,
however, he tound that maJor Dart of hıs iınstruction CaIlNle not
from hıs master s lectures which with the passıng of time be-
amne less and less frequent but from the lectures of the master s
INOTEe advanced students.

The primary material for thıs sketch from the papal PIC-
sceribed tor the University by Robert de Courcon ın EZ15. and {rom Pope Gre-
OTr y bull Parens scıentiarum of 231 See DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium,
E 20, f.; /9, 136 Also valuable AI the of 335
which record Customs and rules ODServe! ftrom ancıent times ın the venerable
faculty of theology ». Ibid., 1, 1188, 691 For INOIE ample treatment of
the Customs of the theological faculty SC GLORIEUX, Repertoire des atitres

theologie de Paris siecle (Paris, 933), ı: 15-24; AT and
PELSTER, Oxford T heology and 7 heologians (Oxford 25-56 ;
RASHDALL, The Universities of Europe In the Middle Ages NeWw ed., Oxford,

1936), E -  9 FERET, La Faculte de T’heologie de Paris el sSes Docteurs les
plus celebres, Moyen-Age (Paris, 1894-97), ols passım.

See the statutes of de Courcon, DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium, E 20,
/ Iso Parens scıentıarum, ibid., 79, 138

See de Courcon’s of 1215, ıIn ibid 1, 20,
See es of 1335 ibid., IE 1188 692 (10) SCEC 180 1002, 464
[bid., [, 79, 138; ] HORNDIKE, University Records and Life ın the

Middle Ages New York, 38, l
See‘ DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium, il, 1188 692 Further respites

ame trom holidays iınterrupting the schedule, days set asıde tor
speclal disputations, et:  e] Glorieux has counted holidays In the fourteenth-
century University calendar reproduced ın DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, I 9 1192,
S
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Ihe subjects of these lectures and the method sed 1n O-

achıing these subjects Arec of great value ıIn revealing the theological
spirıt of the tiıme The text at the basıs of all speculation wWas

naturally the Bible 3 Not improperly, therefore, were the theolo-
g1ans frequently called masters of the Sacred Page (magistri ın

pagiına). But around the time OUr College W as ounded theolo-
gical iınterest 1n the Bible Was being established much INOTrTe

scientific basıs than ıt had previously known. TIhe Parisian masters
WOIGC abandoning the maiınly allegorical approach characteristic of

Gregory the CGireat for INOTIE literal iınterpretatıion. They were

also disengaging theology from ıts nearly total identity wiıth biblical
exegesıs DUCt LO moral and homiletic ends ; henceforth, 15 SPC-
culative ell practical sclence, theology would be interested
1n the Bible primarıly storehouse of premises from which
supernatural weltanschauung could be built along the lines of the
world SITUCLUFrE of the newly discovered Aristotle °)

Next in ıimportance LO the Bible theological text WeIC the
Sentences of Peter Lombard, the famous mid-twelfth-century SYN-
thesizer. Although independent speculation problems arısıng
trom the Sentences had advanced, by the time OQOUT College w as

ounded, far beyond sımple exposıtion of the LeXt, the Sentences
nevertheless remaıned for severa|] centurıes NECCSSaATY point of
departure } Other authors, such Boethius, the Pseudo-Areopa-
gıte, Gtc.;, might also become the object of magistral exposıtıion.
The works which today aArl regarded the est expression of
scholasticism and which wWeIEC then Just being wrıtten, namely the
varıous Summae heologiae, had official curricular status Later,
of COUFTSEe, adherents of the Varıo0ous schools would make the work
of theiır MmMaster the official gyulde LO the solution of an and very
problem that could possibly be raised.

The period between student s attaınment of the accalaureate
degree and hıs mastershıp W d  N divided into LW phases. For [W.:
ca of the first teaching phase, the student lectured the

See DENIFLE, C Quel livre servaıt de Aase D l’enseignement des aitres
theologie dans l”’Universite de Paris » , Revue Thomiste, 1894

See SMALLEY, The Study of the Bible ın the Middle Ages (2d ed.,
Oxford, 293 S 3068

10) Ihe result 18 the INass of commentarıes the Sentences bequeathed LO
later AgCcSs 5ee the collection of them listed by STEGMULLER, Repertorium
Commentariorum ın Sententias 'etri Lombardi, vols., Würzburg, 94/
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Bible Uursor baccalarius biblicus z his w as followed by
z Inore Ca of lecturing thiıs Liime Lombard S Sentences,

baccalarius sentfentiarıus During thiıs rst phase of hıs bache-
orhood the student also had to begin takıng part the Uni-

theological disputations OT: o the InNaın academıiıc
aVENUSGS E1vVInNS outlet LO mediaeval theological speculation Wiith
his lecturing completed and tried by dialectical ordeal the student
could advance LO the second and last phase of his bachelor S al 66cT

hlS peri10d baccalarius formatus o a tOo ave eecn
INNOVaAlLıon introduced about the ıme OUT College wWas ounded 13)
By 1335 ıT extended itself Out CT four Ca  y during which tiıme
the candıdate for the icense had ample OoOpportunıty LO demonstrate
his cCcompetence and yood character el] LO gBIVE himself
feel of the magıstral ıfe His specific task asıde Itrom continued
study Paris wW as LO act official respondent at five difterent
disputations each of which brought hiım step CZr the final
oa] The tourth of these, the quodlibetal (( whatever-you-

please disputation, which ANyONC present could an
theological 10N he wished, required LW
the rst wa  N the dispute ProDer which the questi1ons werlre
raised and discussed and the second W as the determinatio at which
the presiding master DaVC his deciding solutions S

The actual reception of the icense to teach master
theology W as ıtself closely bound with three disputations the
ast of which W as really the inauguratıon of the candidate Ne

ıfe a master

ll) DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium 188 6972 16)
12) By 335 only 0)81 ycar wWäas required See bid 1 188 692 (12)
ll) See LORIEUX Repertoire
1‘) ÖOne the hall of the bishop of Paris another the SVECEN1INS dispute when

NnNe' master wWwWas being inducted the third at the Sorbonne during the SUmmMmMer

vacatıon, the tourth the quodlibetal dispute Advent and the fifth general
disputation DENIFLE-CHATELAIN Chartularium, 188 692-3 18)

15) On the subject of quodlibetal disputes SC  ' GiLORIEUX Repertoire, [
F and especlally his earlier work La itterature quodlibetique de ] 260

1320 (Bibliotheque T homiste, Le aulchoir Kain (Belgium) 925 | 1-95
1e) The es of the theological taculty at Bologna, copied sometıme after

1362 from Contemporary practıces Paris, AIe ONne of the best SOUTCEeS for the
cCeremonı1€es connected ith the awarding of the mastership theology See

EHRLE, fpIu antich: tatutı della Facoltä T eologica dell”’ Universitä di Bologna
(Bologna, 40-6 See Iso DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium, 1188,
ote 3 693.4
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The Vervy length of the theological COUISE eventually thirteen

tourteen ca Wa  N enough LO eliminate Man y would-be
aspırants. The INOTEe properly intellectual hurdles undoubtedly
discouraged INanYy INOTrTe Nevertheless, the number of successful
candidates W as often sti]] greater than the number of vacant
positions regent masters the aculty. Pope Innocent 88| In
1207 had imited the number of aculty chaırs LO eight S By 1254
the number had increased only LO twelve. Under these CIrcum-
Stances, the identity of the first member of OUTLTX College to attaın
the honor of aculty posıtion regent master 1s mMatter of
prıme interest. Eispecially S SINCE ıt has een intımated that
Premonstratensian already occupled chaiır when such transcendent
gen1ıuses Bonaventure and Ihomas Aquinas wWeIC jJust Inaugu-
ratıng their CaIlecets The intimation 15 contaıned ıIn the famous
OPDECN letter of the University directed agaınst the Mendicants 1ın
1254, with the relevantl passage ollows:

But time went O OUr predecessors considered that there
were S1X colleges of diferent orders, namely, Cistercians, Premon:-
stratenslans, Vallis Scholarium, I rinitarians, Friars Minor, landFriars Preacher] and that other regular clergy, not havıng colleges
{9)  g Ü: had COMME LO Paris tor the sake of studyıing theologyan omMmMe of them had become professors, while others NOTt velproperly qualified for professorial chaırs aspiıred LO them accordingwhat they themselves saıd S

Of the twelve officjal chairs three wWEerTre®e occupied permanently
by the secular ANONS of the athedral of Notre-Dame. his
apparently eft the other secular clerics with IMNECageEer remnants,
for the letter continues:

after nıne of those twelve chairs were OCcupiled, e they
were about LO be ırrevocabily by the saıd colleges, which because
of the continued SUCCESSION of friar teachers would ESVE hence-
forth revert secular masters, z three at the most would

l1’) Ibid., 1, 5,
18) translation from T’HORNDIKE, cıt., The original text

18 ın DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium, l, 230, 253 « Porro tempore
procedente consıderantes maJores nostrı diversarum religionum V)] collegia,
videlicet ratres Clarevallenses, Premonstratenses, de Valle-Scolarium, de Ordine
Trinitatis, fratres Minores, preter alios regulares apud 90} collegia NO!] habentes,

discendi SaCras ıtteras Parisius CONvenIsse, et ın e1s quosdam usque ad
cathedram profecisse alios CIO nondum com  nter provectos ad cathedras
magistrales, secundum quod el 1ps]ı asserunt, temporıs aspırare ;
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be eft OVer which could be reserved for the secular PEeTSONS wh
Aock from regıon under the Su LO the unıversıty of Paris *3}

TIhe impression eft by thıs letter, 1(0) the effect that the S1X
relig10us colleges already held CM magistral chairs (including
t+he z held by Dominican masters), wWwWas nOot gyaınsald by De-
nıfe z Rashdall 3 his would iIinecan +here Wä:  N Premon-
stratensian regent master already ın 1254 However, the evidence
which Denifle himself adduces In the amese ote would put +his
impression under SUSPICION. He found that 1ın 1259 when the faculty
still had strongly anti-Mendicant embers, there wWelIe at least
three secular masters nOtL aMn OINSs of Notre-Dame who Da-
thized with the Mendicants =) Ihe presumption 15 that the secular
masters constituted at least are majJorıty. his makes VvVerYyY
tempting the thesis advanced by Mandonnet, namely t+hat the
only chairs held by religious ın 1254 wWeIc the three that had een
ın the hands of the Dominicans (two) an: the Franciscans one)
for OVelT LWwentTty ca 23) {f 03}381 acCcepts the effectiveness of the
limitation of the number of chairs twelve, the temptatıon of
Mandonnet’'s thesis becomes almost irresistible when ON e6e6es

Glorieux UuNCOVETI twelve regent masters for 1254 without gZo1Ng
beyond the seculars, the Dominicans, and the Francıscan 24) Con-
sıdering the avajılable evidence, then, ıt would GGE that the INONO-

poly of nıne chaiırs by religious masters 15 only danger of the
fairly distant future, CVECN though the polemically-minded secular
masters Are willing LO let ıt PasSs vVery ımmınent and 1ın xood
part already present ÖOne Ca hardly affırm with an confidence,
therefore, at least until Ne and INOI e cogent evidence has een
tound, that the Premonstratensians possessed official chair ın

1') ] HORNDIKE, cıt., 58-9 ; DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, [, 254 (The College of Premontr& in Mediaeval Paris  167  be left over which could be reserved for the secular persons who  flock from every region under the sun to the university of Paris *°).  The impression left by this letter, to the effect that the six  religious colleges already held seven magistral chairs (including  the two held by Dominican masters), was not gainsaid by De-  nifle *) or Rashdall ?!). This would mean 'there was a Premon-  stratensian regent master already in 1254. However, the evidence  which Denifle himsel£f adduces in the same note would put this  impression under suspicion. He found that in 1259 when the faculty  still had strongly anti-Mendicant members, there were at least  three secular masters — not canons of Notre-Dame — who sympa-  thized with the Mendicants ??). The presumption is that the secular  masters constituted at least a bare majority. This makes very  tempting the thesis advanced by P. Mandonnet, namely that the  only chairs held by religious in 1254 were the three that had been  in the hands of the Dominicans (two) and the Franciscans (one)  for over twenty years ?°). If one accepts the effectiveness of the  limitation of the number of chairs to twelve, the temptation of  Mandonnet’s thesis becomes almost irresistible when one sees  P. Glorieux uncover twelve regent masters for 1254 without going  beyond the seculars, the Dominicans, and the Franciscan **). Con-  sidering the available evidence, then, it would seem that the mono-  poly of nine chairs by religious masters is only a danger of the  fairly distant future, even though the polemically-minded secular  masters are willing to let it pass as very imminent and in good  part already present. One can hardly affırm with any confidence,  therefore, at least until new and more cogent evidence has been  found, that the Premonstratensians possessed an official chair in  1) THORNDIKE, op. cit., pp. 58-9; DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, I, p. 254: «... postquam  ex illis xij novem cathedre, sicut in promptu est, a predictis collegiis irrevoca-  biliter fuerint occupate, que propter fratrum regentium successionem continuatam  ad seculares magistros nunquam deinceps revertentur, due aut tres dumtaxat  poterunt ‚superesse, que personis secularibus ex omni regione que sub celo est  ad studium Parisius confluentibus valeant reservari ».  2)-Ibide-1,:no. 203 nı. 12, p 258:  2ı) H. RASHDALL, op. cit., I, p. 374 n. 2; but see also p. 382 n. 2 by the  editors.  23) DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, I, no. 230 n. 12, p. 258, and no. 340, p. 389.  23) P, MANDONNET, « De l’incorporation des Dominicains dans l’ancienne Uni-  versit& de Paris », Revue Thomiste, IV (1896), 168. .  ?%) See the second table which he gives after p. 228 of his Repertoire.ıllıs X1] cathedre, sıcut ın promptu estT, predictis collegiis 1Irrevoca-
biliter uerint OCCuDate, que propter ratrum regentium SUcCcCcessionem continuatam
ad seculares magıstros NnUundqUuamı deinceps revertentur, due aut tres dumtaxat

‚:SUPDETECSSC, que personiıs secularibus IMnı regıone QqUu«c sub elo est
ad studium Parisius confluentibus valeant reservarı D .

20) [bid., 203 I1 IZ: 258
21) RASHDALL, cıt., l, 374 Il. but 1Iso 382 Il. by the

editors.
22) ENIFLE-'  ‚HATELAIN, [, 230 Il. 258 an 340, 389
2!) MANDONNET, « De l’incorporation des Dominicains dans l”ancienne Uni-

versıte de Paris D, Revue Thomiste, (1896) 168
24) See the second table which he gıves after 228 of his Repertoire.
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theology during the quarrel of 1254 Eeven during the ca imme-
diately following when Thomas Aquinas wW as launching his Aareer.
MOI'C likely at this time their statius wWas that of those wh were
admittedly aspırıng LO chair which they did NOt yelt POSSCSS.

According LO Glorieux, the Premonstratensian aspıratıons
would still NnOoL ave een satıshed by 1320 223 his VIEW, however,
despite the paucıty of OUTLr SOUTCES, C LOO exclusive. The maın
evidence LO the ary 1s provided ın fragment of INanNnu-
scrpt < found and published by the late Msgr Grabmann 27)
The Iragment contaıns portion of the determining solution gjven
LO quodlibetal dispute by master ıdentified siımply John
the Premonstratensian together with Frater Stephan 73) ven f
John were not explicitly called master, ÖOn could nevertheless
infer his academic status from the function he w as performing.
In the thirteenth cen(tury, preside al quodlibetal disputation
W as still, Glorieux has shown, distinctively magiıstral ICIO-
gatıve 29) TOom internal evidence the dispute ought LO be dated
ın 1285 0)8 later 30)

25) See the tables referred In the preceding note.
26) Vienna, Nationalbibliothek Lat 2165 (fol
27) See GRABMANN, C Doctrina I homae de distinctione realı iınter en-

tıam et SsSse documentis ineditis saeculi: AI illustratur D, In cta Hebdomadae
homisticae (Rome, Academia 1 homae Aquinatis, 1924 41-2

28) See the following note, which rabmann Sa yS 1s barely legible, appended
at the bottom of the fragment: ota quod DPTOoO praedicto articulo determinaverunt
Parisiis NNO Domini 279 magıster Joannes Praemonstratensis et frater Stephanus
ın SU! duplici quolibet, scilicet quod NO Auit ab essentıa ın aliquo geNeTEe
S Ul D .

29) See LORIEUX, La Litterature quodlibetique, 11-20
80) The fragment menti.ons the disputed questions De et essentıia of

Giles of Rome HOCEDEZ, Aegidıii Romanıi T heoremata De Esse et Essentia
(Louvain, f7 has shown hat these belong LO the time between
Easter of 1285 an Christmas of 286 It 15 possible that the figures which
Msgr., Grabmann ZaVE 279 (see otfe above) were really tOO illegible
be able be read correctly. In an ent, date In 285 later offers »  »

possible iıdentification tor the Frater Stephan wh cooperated ıth Master JohnIn determining the dispute, and whom Glorieux has doubtfully identified ıth
Stephan du Fermont (Repertoire, 1, 390, 285) The fact that he wWwWas
determiner would make Frater Stephan master LOO It happens that Stephanof Besancon, later Master General of the Dominican Order wWas regent master
at Parıis between the 286 and 288 (GLORIEUX, Repertoire, [, 42,

158 If. the dispute wWas h'elc.l In 1286 eöon after, then ıts attrıbution
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The thesis which Master John and Frater Stephan wei®e seeking
LO maıntaın that the act of not a roperty flowing
from the CSSCNCE, but from without eat watler and light

Alr Sr Most of the rgumen(t(ts adduced by Master John are
taken from Thomas Aquinas, but within several] short paragraphs
he also CV1INCES familiarity with Algazel Giles of Rome,
AÄAugustine, Aristotle AÄAvicenna an the author of the Neo Platonic
work De C ausis He furnishes with 0}8l  D of the earliest examples
of the late thirteenth-century s preoccupatıon with the basic Pro-
blem of the kind of distinction obtaining between CSsecNCcE and
the act of ıstıng He accepts the doctrine of the called real
distinction and ascribes 1L LO the recently deceased Frater Thomas
Aquinas March 1274 at tiıme when even Aquinas Dom  1-
an confreres were far from uUNanNnımc«acaus eıither accepling the
doectrine admitting 1L hiıs hether not John’s
sıl1on the correct OM6 1L certaınly crucjal] matter that he
15 concerned wiıth For ONn the real distinction ar
trom characterizing ONM  D attıtude toward the distinction between
God and the world basically affect OoONe s philosophic
with regard LO such atters the nature of the ultimate sSu
stratum of materijal things and the principle of their numerical
individuation, and ONne s theological S1C10N with regard the
N107N of the human an the divine natures Christ 72

Asıde from 1fs es for the history of mediaeval philosophy
general Master John’s dispute has special ıinteres for the

hıistory of OUr College It wıtnesses that John of Rocquigny’s
educational dreams wWere being carrıed through LO fruition within

generatıon after the College w as ounded Premonstratensians
were definitely COMINS LO Paris, werTre assımiılating 1fs wisdom, an
were SCvVen takıng actıve part the dialectical struggles through
which that wisdom W as being further refined

It indeed regrettable that INOIE of Master John’s WTr1NNgs
dI e nNnOot avaılable today an that INOTEe not known ot the role

LO this Stephan has much ıts favor Unless, ot COUISEC, Frater Stephan
only student of John the Premonstratensian fiılling the role of respondent.

Il) Esse NO est proprietas fAuens ab essentia, SE est ab exira sıcut calor
aqua et lux .

82) See OCEDEZ cıt Iso (57
83) See ] REDT Elementa Philosophiae Aristotelico-Thomisticae

106
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he played within his Order hat he w as referred LO sımply aA®

Joannes Fraemonstratensis might 1Mply either that he Wa  77) from
the mother abbey of Premontre iıtself that he wW as far the
outstandıng Premonstratensian at Paris that such title suggested

confusion with collegiate confreres of the amne NaImne In al
event 1L clear that there were several other Premonstratensians
named John at Paris owards the en of the cCcentury As PTIC-
liminary step owards investıigatıng the lives of these an several
other early inhabitants of the College IL 11} be NECCSSATY LO
digress briefly what on might call the school of Vicogne

The abbey of Vicogne, sıtuated the diocese of Arras :
ha: fAourished with learning at least the beginnıing of the thir-
teenth century when Eustace of ens wWas anon there Eustace,

Sa above OUT rst art Chapter reputed LO ave
een master theology Itrom Paris Besides his theological WTIl1-

3  es he eft OINe disciples at Vicogne z Among them wWas the
monastery s thirteenth abbot William de Verchinio 1258 1279
Under William rule Vicogne sent out at least five INnNne LO preside
OVer other abbeys of the Order Z Upon Wi;lliam S death his place
W as taken by John de Bavay of Maubeuge, wh at the tiıme of
his election, had Just begun LO ecture the Sentences ar Paris =7)
These bachelor lectures the Sentences Are probably what e

spired Mugo LO call hım doctor of theology Hıis FeIME abbot
which ended with his death November | 1290 W as marked by

staunch defense of ecclesjastical liberties agaınst attack by the

34) Fkor bibliography this abbey, Se& VAN WAEFELGHEM Repertoire
des SOUrCcCes relatives } histoire de ordre de Premontre (Brussels,
9 692

85) The intellectual atmosphere he encouraged at Vicogne would tend
make credıible the OP1IN107 that Witelo, famous thirteenth-century authority
mathematics and OPUCSs spen! Dart of 1'\18 ıfe this abbey See CGOOVAERTS
Ecrivains, 1sies et savanıits de ordre de Premontre dictionnaire bio biblio-
graphique (Brussels, 899 1920 88! 203 and BAUMKER W itelo, FEın Philosoph
un Naturforscher des AI Jahrhunderts (Beiträge ZUrTFr Geschichte der Philosophie
des Mittelalter, I, eft 2, Münster, 19208),

86) MUGO, Sacrı el Canonici Ordinis Praemonstratensis Annales (Nancy,
734-36), 1077

!7) See NICHOLAS ONTIGNY Chronicle of Vicogne edited by HELLER
Monumenta Germaniae Historica Scriptores XXIV (Hannover 1879 291 313 312
Other SOUTCES of information about John aIre Huco Annales, 078 G OOVAERTS,
Ecrivains 88 134 Gallia Christiana, 88| 464
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Count of Hainaut and doubt also by continued ENCOUTAYE-
ment of higher learning

Evidence f01' the eNCOUragement of higher learnıng the GCatiecerl

of John of Tongres, another outstandıng early member of the
College of Premontre He W as born, probably after the miıddle
of the thirteenth CeNnLUry at Tongres modern Belgium It

likely that he entered the Order of Premontre at Vicogne, an
therefore that IT wWas John of Maubeuge wh sent him Parıs
LO study theology According LO Glorieux he became master

1301 he became the SeVEN-before the VCAar 1 300 On AÄugust 23
teenth abbot of Vicogne Hugo SaVys he w as less suited for ad-
mınısterıng abbey than for teaching, and that within z ca
he had resigned LO enter the Order of St Francıis He wWäas

back Paris by June 1303 SISN1INS appeal of the University
for General Council LO decide the fate of Pope Boniface Il 42)
Glorieux that he INaYV ave een regent master 304-05
amıdst the urmo:]:]1 aroused by the departure of certaın number
of masters from Paris because of their disagreement with Philip
the aır hıs quarrel with Boniface Sometime during hıs acade-
INIC areGer John wrote SiX books of cCOMMENLarıes the rst three
books of the Sentences He also credited with ome ordinary
and quodlibetal disputed quest10Ns and doubtfully with Teall

the Lord Prayer ven after becoming Franciscan, he
remaıned intellectual contact with his old abbey and
March 78 1312 borrowed OINEe books from Vicogne TI hese were

returned after hıs death (at unknown date) along with his body
which Wäa:  N interred at Vicogne before the OOTr of the chapel <

88) Some of the SOUICES tor knowledge about John otf J ongres aIie IRAEUS
192-3 UGO Annales,ÖOrdinis Praemonstratensis Chronicon (Cologne, 1613

1079 Praet Gallia Christiana, 88| 464 * (JOOVAERTS Eerivains I1
257-8 * CCHEVALIER Repertoire, Bio-Bibl 2501

80) GOOVAERTS around 260
LO) GLORIEUX, Repertoire, I1, 341, 202
(1) HUuco, Annales, IL, 80
(2) LORIEUX, Repertoire, 341, 202 DENIFLE-CHATELAIN, Chartularium,

634 01-2 wIVC the text of this University document but not the
of the asters who signed

48) GiLORIEUX Repertoire, 203 V the NC1IpIL of the ast named work
Pater nOoster Plurimi Apostoli petierunt Christo »„, and lists the following

Manuscr1ıptis Dıijon 223 (foll 117 Charleville 120 270 He does not INeN-

tıon an manuscr1ıpts of the other works
‘d) Huco, Annales,



172 John
John of Tongres’ resignatıion did not leave Vicogne bereft of

intellectuals. His second UCCESSOT, John of Prisches named
from the place of his birth In Hainaut 185 also credited with
public lecturing In Paris and mastership In theology 2 HIS
abbatial a[=iCGcer lasted from 1307 11 1312 when he resigned In
order LO devote his time INOTE fully LO study. Stil1] extant of the
trunts o# this labor, In Hugo’s tiıme W as Alphabetum
Ditae religiosae digestum libris 5 He has een credited also
with ome [0) and wrıtten 1n the vernacular French 46)John of Prisches died ın 1320 at the latest. His obituary was
ComMmemorTated at Vicogne July 47)

The SCOTYy of Vicogne o€es not end with John of Prisches'’
signation. The long-standing intellectual tradition continued to
have ıts representatıives. Although documentary evidence NO
known PFrOVEeS that these later INe were members of OUTr College,the presumption 15 great 1n the ase of several. And ın an y NT,
SVEenNn ıf the infÄuence they reveal of Paris 1Ss only indirect, theynevertheless Aare vVeEry deserving of at least brief mention here,because 1t 18 the exercise of Just this kind of infÄuence that PIO-vides the College with ıts chief raison LA  etre We would ere
ave excellent evidence that the learning and iıdeals of the students
In Paris were being effectively difused ong their confreres back
ome

Let mention only the triad of INe whom tradition regardsdoctors of theology the INe whom Ca consider
possible members of the College. Most commendable ONg them,
according to Hugo, 15 Godfrey of Bavay <} natıve of Cambrai,he wWas Orn probably around 1275 1280 {$ he obtained his
mastership In theology at Paris, ıt 1s likely that he W as there
around 300 and after. In 1310 he wWwWas sent delegate LO the
Counc:il] of Vienne. Iwo ca later Godfrey became abbot of

‘5) Certain authors including FOPPENS, Bibliotheca Belgica, II 714
ave made on an the Samne abbot Oout oft John of Prisches and John of Tongres.UGO has brought orward the evidence agaınst this VIEeW. See Annales, 079

48) See GOOVAERTS, Ecrivains, I, 62-3 It does not sSeem clear whether Or not
these manuscrıpts aATre stil] ın existence and if S! where they May be found
Some of Vicogne’s manuscripts went tO Valenciennes, but these Adre nOot
those listed ıIn the Valenciennes Catalogues of 860 and 894

"l) Huco, Annales, [ 1080, 079
‘!) [bid., 1, Praef., IL, - GOOVAERTS, Ecrivains, l, 43
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Vicogne. During hıs long reign t311 his death ın 1344 he served
counselor LO ılliam the Count of ainaut, and made 1N-

vestigatiıon of the Beguines at Valenciennes for Pope John ACH
ın 13272 The Hundred Years War violently disturbed the quıiet of
his ast ca  S He has een credited with Omme literary works,
unfortunately lost 49)v

The second of these IN Ihomas of Vicogne, has een
called doctor eximı1us °) Not much 15 known of his life :
indeed, f Oudin = 15 Correct ın his TCasons for rejecting Le
Paige s ascrıption of book of commentarıes the Canticle of
Canticles Ihomas, then there INaYyY be valıd grounds for thinking
that the only ıfe he CVer enjoyed W as fictional on ın the minds
of his seventeenth-century creators. But SiNnCe Oudin’'s Tre6asomns ÄAIre
NOL conclusive, shall ofe them, make allowance f01' theiır
possible validity, and then menti:on what other SOUTCES ave told
} He would ave lıved, according LO ome 2} owards | 308

49) GOOVAERTS, 1, 43
£H'I) By LE PAIGE, Bibliotheca Praemonstratensis Ordinis (Paris, 307
MIRAEUS, Ordinis Praemonstratensis Chronicon (Cologne, 643} 195, 15 the

oldest published SOUTICE of iıntormation about TIThomas S5ee Iso Huco, Annales,
l‚ Praef.,

5l) QUuDIN, ommentarius de scriptoribus ecclesiae antıquıs (Leipzig,
I, 575

52) It that OQUuDIn (see ibid.) visıted Vicogne ın 1680 nd examıned a
ıts manuscrıpts. Among them he tound hat w as otherwise a.  us CO.

MmMentary the Canticle of Canticles eXcept tor having the aImne Thomas »
atfıxed to ıt From his experjience ıth the Samne text ın other libraries Oudin
wWwWas able to identify ıt ıth commentary which wWas wrıtten about 1180 by
Cistercian abbot named Ihomas (published by Migne, GCENVE 1/ C An!:

» s he concludes, C either gxood ol John Le Paige wWas of the opınıon that y
aNONYMOUS work found the Vicogne manuscrıpts w as rıtten by INa

ftrom Vicogne, OLr lse perhaps O! of the Vicogne Canons deceive him
Before commenting this argument, ON! should perhaps that Qudın,

apostate and renegade from the Premonstratensian Order, w as not exactly
unbiased critic of hıs tormer confreres, and took pleasure ın belittling their 1N-
tellectual accomplishments at DA opportunity. S5o much the better, then, ıf he
could : deprive them ot author. In the present instance, however, ave
proof that the basis for ascribing commen(tary the Canticle of Canticles tOo

TIThomas of Vicogne wWas provided by the of the ame Thomas D

ın otherwise aNONYMOUS work It 18 quite possible that the ascrıption 18
based SOINE other manuscrıpt which escaped Oudin’s vigilant CYE In an event,
ıt 18 almost certaın that Le Paige di not gel his iınformation ıIn thıs Way Much
MOTre liıkely he copied ıt from MIRAEUS Ordinis Praemonstratensis Chronicon
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Le Paige claims he w as flourishing in 1326 These dates INnean
that his formal education would have een obtained around the
end of the thirteenth the beginning of the fourteenth century
Besides the already mentioned Commentary the Canticle of
Canticles, there has also een attrıbuted LO hım Commentary
the book of Job These works could ell ave ecen the subjects
of ectures gyıven by CUTISOT bachelor biblicus.

The third of these doctors ), Peter ot Vicogne, wWas flou-
rishing 1n the 1320’s He wrote Introductio In I heologiam, of
which manuscripts were sti1] 1ın exıistence during the early CVEN-
teenth century ın the abbeys of Ninove and Affligzhem E

Vicogne wWwWas LO continue to ave intellectual representatıves
ın Paris, but account  of them mMust waıt while mention 18
gıven to other early members of the College.

One of the first, perhaps ntemporary SCVEeNn predecessor
of John the Premonstratensian, W as Walter of Flavennes. AÄAccor-
dıng LO the testimony of Hugo 55)‚ he had at on time lectured
publiclhy the Sentences 1ın the schools of Paris. his ca he
advanced at least LO within step of the mastership, anı 1n all
likelihood before 1286 when he became abbot of Bonne-Espe-
an °} In this posıtion, distant UuUCCESSO LO the welfth-
century intellectual, Philip of Harvengt, he completed the building
of cloister and dormitory, and obtained OINne indulgences from
Pope Nicholas for those devoutly vısıtıng the church of Bonne-
Essperance. Hugo o€es nNnOt ascrıbe an wrıtiıngs LO him He relin-

published before his O W: work, tor both authors ention identically
the SamIne few facts. Ihe question then arıses whether Oudin’s criticısm 1S
valıd agaınst Miraeus, who, S1nce he W as NnNOL Premonstratensian, cannot be
accused of the Samne bias ın favor of the Premonstratensians that Le Paige might
be accused of 1f the crıticıism 15 still valıd, then there remaıns be accounted
tor iraeus’ attrıbution of another work ommMmentary Job IThomas
of Vicogne. Was there yetl another AaNONYMOUS work at Vicogne ıith the
entry 1 homas ıt

58) (GOOVAERTS, Ecrivains, IT 243 ; CHEVALIER, Repertoire Bio-Bibl., IL, 4517
54) MIRAEUS, Chronicon, 195 ; LE PAIGE, Bibliotheca, 307 ; HUuco, Annales, I1,

1092 ; (OOVAERTS, Ecrivains, 1,
55) Annales, 1, 360 f SCC Iso GOOVAERTS, Ecrivains, 365
Se) BERLIERE, Monasticon Belge (Maredsous, 890-97), [, 399 SayS he

became abbot In 1285 and resigned between July and August of 291 But
thiıs does nNnOL accord ıth his OW.: statemen! that alter’s rule lasted only

E: »
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quished his abbatial posıtion 1290 23 1291 58) and MaYy ave
lived for several|l cCa. after ©

Walter probably had conftrere from Bonne-Esperance with
hım fellow student at Parıs the PCISON of ılliam of
Louvıgnıes Because W illiam S educational a16cel D LO herald

change the educational policy of the College he 11 be CON-

siıdered the ext chapter
Another abbey with several earned abbots these early days

of +he College Wa  N Floreffe Ihe rst of them Nicholas de Gestial
Gestaul Z described by Hugo sımply master of arts

Because of the early ag at which this degree could be obtained
(2 according LO Robert de Courcon S  S statLutes of 1215 17 would
NnOot be improbable that he obtained 1L Ven before erıng the
Order and hence his residence at the College not LOO likely
He eft reputatıon for favoriıng studies, but hıs rule at Floreffe
1306 1310 wWas NnOt otherwise VEIYy successful ending reS1gNa-
L10N forced by the intrıgues of his confreres He then withdrew LO
are for the pastorate at nearby Aublain where he died according
to Berliere January 14 319 °*)

His UCCE6SSCO: member of the cabal agaınst him, W as his
chaplain Peter of Solre Peter has een called Parisian doctor
of theology by Berliere 1t IMMay ell be, however that Hugo went

far the facts allow when he called h1m simply a master
trom Paris without indicatıng the aculty LO which he belonged 63)
It would then be possible that this aculty wWas that of arts In

Huco Annales, | 360
fl&) ERLIERE Cıt 399
59) TIhe necrology of Bonne-Esperance lists him October 30th, but that of

Floreffe November | 1th (ibid.) Gallia Christiana, IL, 201, 5SayS he died No-
vember 29th

50) For intormation hım SC& Huco AÄAnnales | Gallia Christiana, 88|
612 (GSOOVAERTS Ecrivains 86 ERLIERE C: 118

61) ARBIER ] Analectes pouUr Servır r ’ histoire ecclesiastique de la
Belgique, V 1871) 426 Says 1325 Ihe SaImne author’s history of the
abbey of Florefte has not been avaiılable

82) For intormation Peter SC  D Huco Annales, | GOOVAERTS Leri-
S, [LIENHART|] Spiritus literarius norbertinus (Augsburg,
D ERLIERE Cıt 118 Chronique des Abb  es  Sa de Floreffe, edited by

| ARBIER loc cıt 476
68) LIENHART'’Ss 16°W that he dSs Master of the Sorbonne be

merely embellishment of Hugo’s few facts
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an Yy event, Peter’s CaIieer Aas abbot noted above all tor POM-
posıty and prodigal management oes nOot reveal an y of the
theologian s reputed wisdom. OSS of IMECMOTY has een offered as

ACUSE for ome of hıs conduct 64) He died July 2! 1314
The students, actual possible, far named do not begin

LO exhaust the number of early members of the College. But ın
the present age of research, wherein the University records of
the thirteenth century AaTre VeEry incomplete, ıt oes nOot eem
possıble LO NCOVEeTr Man y INnNnOTe. One urther possibility, however,
15 proviıded by lıbrary rece1lpt found by Delisle 65) The rece1pt,
dated Aprıl 26 1284 acknowledges loan of a book from the
abbey of St-Germain-des-Pres at Paris by InNnan called Frater
Baldwin the Premonstratensian. So far he has not een urther
identified, but ıt c mMoOst probable that he 18 another student
of the College.

Among the doctors of Paris claimed for the fold of St Norbert
by the annalıst Hugo 18 Henry ate of Malines (born 1246 died
after January 1310 S} The question 155 nOot LO know whether he
finished Out hiıs days at the Premonstratensian monastery of
Tongerloo, fact which all Are agreed, but LO NOW whether
he actually Joiıned the Order Hugo s claim has not een considered
ın Wallerand’s studies thıs ( thirteenth-century John of
Salisbury 97 The question 1s of considerable iınterest LO the
intellectual history of the remonstratensian ÖOrder since ate 15
considered OIl of the MoOst erudıte INe of his time S but ıt
111 be overlooked ere sınce ıt 15 clear that he wWwWas nOL yel
member of the Order during his student days 1ın Paris. In an y
event, the fact of hıs retirement to T ongerloo would suggest
either that} congenıal intellectual atmosphere already prevaiıled

64) See GOOVAERTS, Ecrivains, I, 45, referring zO Peter of Herenthals his
SOUTCe,

65) DELISLE, Cabinet des manuscriıts (Paris, 1868-81), 43 : SC& above,
art E Chapter 11, ote

BB) See HUuco, Annales, I, 971, under hls treatment otf the abbey of Tongerloo.
87) See WALLERAND’s edition of Henri ate de Malines, Speculum Divino-

Tru et Quorundam Naturalium (Les Philosophes Belges, l, Louvain, 1931),
and the same author’s Henri ate de Malines et saınt T’homas d’Aquin, Revue
Ne&oscolastique, XXV (1934) 387-411 GOOVAERTS, Ecrivains, E 38, disagrees
ıth Hugo.

68) The answer might be found through examınatıon of the miınıature of
ate ın Brussels, Bibliothe&que Royale 2961, tol
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there else that Abbot Godfrey Herentals wWas desirous of havıng
on prevaıl.

resume of the scattered information ave gathered LO-
gether about the earliest known members of the College of Pre-
montre should perhaps emphasıze the fact that moOost of these IN
have een credited with treatıses theological and other subjects.
The origınal impulse gıven by the College’s ounder, John of
Rocquigny, w as having definite intellectual effect, Seven though

conclusions LO ıts natiure and value Ca be drawn unti] the
wrıtings themselves ATre found There 15 evidence also that the
Parisian students were returnıng LO teach their colleagues back
home. hiıs 15 especılally clear 1n the Case of Vicogne. Finally ıt
15 worthy of notfe that MOStT of these students were later charged
with the admıinistration of abbeys. ven though these abbatial
duties would prevent the early students of the College Itrom D1VviINg
themselves wholly to intellectual lıfe, they nevertheless put
these aIiIne students ıIn admirable posıtion to NCOUTagZE the
intellectual ıfe of the religious wh CaInle after them. How
e]] they took advantage of this opportunıty 111 be maın object
of the following investigation.

James JOHN
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