
The Praemonstratensjan Canons
in the Renaissance Century

Scriptum naratum Fuit in ordine ad CON£ZZrFresSssUum The
Modern Language Association o} ÄAÄmerica ) , ıIn sectione mediaevali,
W ashington, C A., DE EEREE, Decembris 9056 Censemus
studia similia TüTrO In talibus conventibus Hroferri.

Per quatuor NnoO. Praemonstratensium scripta saeculi duode-
ımı nerlustratus SsSu Spero fore ut per publicationem huius laboris
ventiant correctiones additionesque ; hac ratıone scriptores I1ı ple-
mIiOrI Iumine dotatı, nlenius Dro nostratibus COTUSCATE poterunt.

| MUStL Sa shortly that obviously cCannot PUrpDoSsSe NO define
either the l2th Century Renaissance Al e W the role of the TAe-
monstratens.ian Order ıIn ıt The Praemonstratensian Order and that
member of the order 311 discuss here, Philippe de Harveng, ave
tor long laın buried wiıth other obscurities of the Mickhelle Ages
that LO pretend complete treatment in would be impossible.
Nevertheless, with little from others, caught by infection
of interest in +he Praemonstratensian wriıters, ave read almost
al their l 2th CENTLUrY works. W.hat | Sa today 1S only gestiure
1in the direction of what think INa be large 1905 Ared; +he 1‘ole
the Order played 1n t+he intellectual history of the Ca.
Protessor Haskın s L £OY the Renaissance of the 12th CENLUY ')

Philippe de Harveng has 1}1 the equıpment of hagiography that
econditional part of medieval sanctıty EXCEDT canon1zatıon,

either by Papal popular authority. He Was OTN of P'OOTr parents,
LrLOSe trom his imited enviıronment LO be the abbot of house,
preached o and taught r-oyalty‚ died undoubtedly, o  n grea

(CCHARLES HOMER HASKINS, The Renaissance of the T welfth Century, Cam-
bridge, Harvard Upiversity Press, 927
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betfore his God and hıs contemporarıes. Hıis ife and works ave
81NCe fallen into: obscurıity, and obscurity characteriıstıic for good
1eAS0OI1 of the Order which he belonged w.hen he wWas living
member of ıt, and for [10)990> unknown rTrEeAaAsSsO1 1n the history of
modern scholarship 3

Philippe wWwWas P raemonstratensian‚ member of the Order of
Premontre, ounded by St Norbert 1 1121 1ın the village o# Aijsne.
He TOSEC LO the position of Abbot of Bonae-5péi and distinguished
hiımselt by hıs counsel and his writings.

Because of tıme, MUST sSay simply Ehat the 200d 1Teasomn tor the
obscurıty the order NECW 1 the traditional roads of fame during
the I 2th an d ] 3° centurlies, t+he intellectual actıyıties of the schools,
wWwWas that by regular PUrTDOSC, the Order preferred LO avoid the COImN-

which led LO recognıtion, develop attitudes of 200d C:OImnl-

promise and conciliation. T'he Order qUOTES St Naorbert : Kecon-
cılians male dissentientes el ınveterata od1ıa el bella cl DaCeCIM redu-
1>86) *} The aım of the order, the other handı infAÄuenced a ll
their congregational intentions, that their almost ‚VEIY evolution wWas

intended toward CONversion of the faithful toward revived apostolic
ıte

his PUTrDOSC, an d the CcCSss of 1t, Came be kknown the
Apostolic Movement of the SA Century. In the modihed rule of
St Augustine, the CAanon1ns of St Norbert carriıed campaıgn
urg themselves, an later the members of theiır Second Order, the
nNUunNS, and eventually the Third Order of laymen TESTOTE ın the
IZth century feasability Christian ıte of the aD of the Fathers.

his wWwWas essentially antiı-monastıc MOVvVvement. The PUrDOSC

Generally, | believe, ıt 18 suggested that the descendency of the Praemonstra-
ensian Order coincide: ıth the ascendency of the N LDDominıcan Order My
opinıon of this, which could ot be included because of ıts status only opiınıon,
13 that good part of the should be sought ın the sharp change ın intellectual
climate between the 2th and 3th centurıes, I he spirıt ot the Premontre and that
ot the Dominicans accordingly. believe that within the history of the

of the renalssance, e strong argument for this could be built See,
of COUISC, Francois PETIT, Spiritualite des Premontres au. AI et?

siecles, Paris, 1947 ; COLVIN, The W hite Canons ıIn England, Oxford, 1951
|| have explained this point ith SOINEeE reference sSsOUTCES ın OW.

published dissertation: The rdo Praemonstratensis and Chretien de Troyes’ Graal
Study ın the Judaeo-Christian T’heory of the Grail Legend, Chapel Hill, North

Carolıina, 056 Ihe evidences are LOO lengthy include here For the quotatıon,
270
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wWwWas reform of the secular clergy by providing gTrOUD of regulars
who, while toiling 1n the parochial order, wWEEI C maintained by the
communıity and rule LO which they belonged. In SOI wWaysS 1t w as

kın the rebellion by the laity agaınst the Over-ascetic spirıt of
the Medieval Church which rebellion hadı een described by Pro-
fessor Hatzfeld central LO the 1213h CENTLUTY Renailssance, because
the isolation of both learnıng and sanctıty ın monastıc SITrUuCciUre
wWas opposed by of the Praemonstratenslians, (9)  o them
Philippe de Harveng.

|£ the l 2th Century Renaissance 15, ıt has een described,
kınd of prologue and analogue LO the later Humanıistic Kenaissance,
and $ the evidences which 311 SUPDOTL the truth of 1t aTe be
tound 1n t+he vernacular an: nonspiritual literature of the tiımes, and
ıIn the indivicualism of Peter Abelards and the mecdieval classicism
of Marbod, Baudry, and Hıldebert, then urther SUPDOTL tor their
ause MUSst be counted as evidence of the [ CeNTIUry Renaissance
Iso

I+ SC +hat study W0uld show that there oTeAal kinship be-
twWeen this religio0us innOovatıon inspired by St Norbert, hıs Apostolic
Movement and that 1t had much 1ın COININON with the InnOvatiıons
during the Century In traditional philosophy, In the secs of C111a

cular wrıting, and In the uses of Latin
have tormed the conclusion from the reading of the 1NAaın

Praemonstratensjian wriıters of t+he ‘ 2th Century, besides Philippe,
dam Scotus, Rupert de Deutz, Herman cde Cologne, an: Luc de
Mont-Cornillon, that the interest and sSUuUuCCEeSS of the Apostolic ıte
of the early Fathers, and their writings, revived t+he same CONtiroversy
ın the l 2th CENTLUrYy between the ascetic and moöonNnastıc an che
Christian humanıists, that had 1sen 1ın earlier ag hat the anons

regular of St Norbert should study the L.atin Fathers tor krowledge
a nd SunpDOrT of their Apostolic Movement sould eeImNn obvious CeVECN

ıf their wrıtinegs did N OL testify ıt The Augustinian 1E°W toward
learning, even al learnıng, wWas held by less

than St Bernard of Clairvaux, whose attıtude toward the schooals
of Paris Was regularly 0351 of horror, and w.h: urged all the stucdents
therein LO fHee them.

Ihe Praemonstratens:an Philippe de arveng, whose wrıitings
ave thought be INOST representatıve, presents three Ca of

interest. He oPDOSECS, rst the all-embracing monastıc compulsions
of St Bernard, secondly, he nOoL only contradicts the traclitional
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monastıc fe ar of the study of ‚etters, quoted 1n St Bernard Just
before, but he ENCOUTAYECS both clergy and laıty LO letters and pralses
the schools of Paris. T hird, he e ıIn hıs e Institutione ( leri-

revived and strıcter OUTSe of preparatıon for clerks, through-
OUut referring LO t+he study of non-religious learnıng. |In sSayıngz he
Was representatıve, I1NCcall these three attitudes 3  ‚I 1ın Man y
o# the Orders writings 5

Philippe wWas engaged 1n [80)801=- debate wiıth Bernard OVECI the
Justness of PUrpDosSCc of the Can ons Bernard’s letters, which do not

eCCIN have OIM OWN LO Ca  - be judged from Philippe's
etters LO ave een directed toward hıs familiar PUTDOSC of exhorting
all IOI from all vocatıons, tO enter the SEerVICE of God under the
roofs of monaster1es. Philippe wrıtes Latın quıte well, and OT1l Ca  w

ear ın this summatıon gf arguments Bernard the SAaTrCaSsıill which
threads hıs etters LO hım

uod S] nulli; fidelium est offension1s quıpplam inferendum.
quando amplius clericis est monachis deferendum, UL uUoTUmM est
quası Cognata relig10,, OLW: CO UuMNnUIN et anımam uNnamll efhiciat
spiritalis dilectio $

Next he defines limits of the conflict which has een saıcd be
the OTE of the lay reaction LO asceticısm for all and ıt Ca be CC

t+hat ın much Bernard app arently W as not making distinctions
oNns non-monks, the 116 white Canons had much the aAaNlıe

actıon

An monachorum Deus tantium Nonne el clericorum Imo et
cler1corum, qUOTUIN uUuNnNUus Deus qu1 justificat LAM clericos QUAaIN
monachos fide el DE fidem }

JIhere 15 much OT indicate the a1mıec ıdeas, but ONne Passage
TNOTE refuses be eliminated by SDAaCE, and 1t 15 Dassagye worthy
of rea] calssıicist

Attendens ıg1tur qula religi0 proficit, hilaresco, se: attendens
qula dilectio deficit‚ contabesco el utLirum simul considerans, obstu-

} preparıng, through the kind suggestion of rof Astrık Gabriel,
Praem., director of the Mediaeval Institute at Notre Dame University, INO.

graph entitled: « Ihe E:ducational Program of Philippe de Harvengt », tor the
Institute' s serl1es, Texts and Studies In the History of Mediaeval Education.

(D)
Ibid
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DESCO, quon1am acd videndum quomodo ista convenıant, nullatenus
invalesco. Putavı alıquando ut modern1ıs temporibus land think
thıs phrase should be repeated| (ut modernis temporibus impleretur).

Ponam, INqUI1ENS, Jjudicıumquod PeI Isaıam Dominus polliceretur
1n pondere, el Justitiam ın MMECNSUTAa, ut scilicet inter relig10sos S1C
alter alterum judicaret, quomodo judicarı ab altero praeoptarel,
el quod sıbj 11O vellet fieri, 16 eti1iam :aceret alter] Z}

The second aspect of Philippe, hıs encouragıngz 1NCI1-

dations both cleric and U u-ler LO the study of ‚etters, takes p OS1-
t1ve torm. In hıs letter Heroaldus °) he analyzes the study of the
classical authors W1Se step 1n the development of learnıng an
lovie of Sacred Scripture. In long simile he insısts that by
the ‚OVEe of readıng 15 developed appetite tor 19900)8—> that Ca be
satished only by turnıng the Sacred books He compliments He
roaldus [e] hie traınıng he has received iın the schools AT Paris, which
he claims Al worthy of much praise because of their understanding
of the principle he and ]) ave Just mentioned above, and for their
contribution LO Lts eftect students.

The COontLent of hıs letter Engelbert provıdes the mMOSsL fascı-
natıng materıal of all He directs the study of ‚etters and philosophy

the inter10r spiritual perfection of a agaın praisıng the ACa-

demies at Paris tor their accomplishments. He cıtes examples three
tımes fl‘ Oom the lives and studıes of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle,
88l he cıtes instances of simiılar intellectual dedication ın (Cicero.

paragraph ere might be quoted illustrate hıs attitude toward
these classıical figures and his use of them, which think difterent
trom what 15 normally considered the medieval] attitude an useThe Praemonstratensian Canons in the Renaissance Century  263  pesco, quoniam ad videndum quomodo ista conveniant, nullatenus  invalesco. Putavi aliquando ut modernis temporibus [and I think  this phrase should be repeated] (ut modernis temporibus impleretur).  Ponam, inquiens, judicium  quod per Isaiam Dominus polliceretur  in pondere, et justitiam in mensura, ut scilicet inter religiosos sic  alter alterum judicaret, quomodo se judicari ab altero praeoptaret,  et quod sibi non vellet fieri, nec etiam faceret alteri ”).  The second aspect of Philippe, his encouraging recommen-  dations to _ both cleric and ruler to the study of letters, takes a posi-  tive form. In his letter to Heroaldus ®), he analyzes the study of the  classical authors as a wise step in the development of learning and  love of Sacred Scripture. In a long simile on taste, he insists that by  the love of reading is developed an appetite for more that can be  satisfied_only by turning to the Sacred _ books. He compliments He-  roaldus on the training he has received in the schools at Paris, which  he claims are worthy of much praise because of their understanding  of the principle he (and I) have just mentioned above, and for their  contribution to its effect students.  The content of his letter to Engelbert °) provides the most fasci-  nating material of all. He directs the study of letters and philosophy  to the interior spiritual perfection of man, again praising the aca-  demies at Paris for their accomplishments. He cites examples three  times from the lives and studies of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle,  and he cites instances of similar intellectual dedication in Cicero.  A paragraph here might be quoted to illustrate his attitude toward  these classical figures and _ his use of them, which I think different  from what is normally considered the medieval attitude and use.  ... Plato, non mediocriter curiosus, ad investigandum eam factus  est studiosus. Hac autem investigatione non contentus, inde Italiam  requisivit, et inter Pythagoricos multam quoque scientiam acquisivit ;  tali studio deditus ad annum aetatis octogesimum primum venit, in  quo finem studii nisi cum vitae termino non invenit *°).  He recalls that Socrates, Plato’s master, spent 99 years con-  sumed in Laborio litterario, that Themistocles serves another worthy  example, that Cato the censor, when he had perfected himself, as  Philippe says, in learning among the Latins, with youthful alacrity  PE CC 8 ®):  :E L: CC 26 £:  P L:CEMH R  2) P, L. CCIIL, 32 (C). Note especially Philippe’s excellent style.Plato, NO mediocriter CUr10SUS, cl investigandum ea factus
est studiosus. Hac autem investigatione NO CONteENTLUS, ınde taliam
TequisıVıt, el inter Pythagoricos multam qUOQUE scıentiam aCQulsıvıt ;
tal; studio decitus ad AMNUIN aetatıs octogesımum prımum venıit, 1ın
q U O fin-em stud]ı nısı Cu vıtae termıno I11O: ınvenıt 10)

He recalls that Socrates, Plato’'s masterT, spen 99 a CONN-

sumed ın Laborio litterario, that Themistocles SECEIVCS another worthy
example, that Cato the CECENSOT, when he had perfected himself,
Philippe SayS, ın learnıng oNng the Latins, with youthful alacrıty

83 (B)
9)
@
10') (C) ote especially Philippe's excellent style
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incandescit ad discendum G raecas litteras, et Latinorum doctor
Graecorum discipulus fıeri nullatenus erubescit S

In fact‚ Philippe employs anecdotes a nd iıllustrations trom the
literary works and. lives of at least 12) classical authors, and there
AaAr e quotations which ave een unable traCe far Hıis
8Ki> of the Oedipus legend several OCCASIONS 15 particularly inte-
resting. 1t 18 NOL, however, +hat he uses these classıcal references an:
materials that make mentıon of them, because ıt Ca  w} be argued
that familiarity with florilegia would explain thıs. nstead | think it
15 significant 1n OQOUTLI CONCernNn for humanısm that he them iın
WaYy Christian humanıst of the, Say, third CENTUrYy woulc use them

contributing learnıng the Christian CIa, the New T estament,
the New aD of Christian |.atın learnıng. Indeed Philippe de

Harveng bears real resemblance INn his thinking LO Lactantıius, PE -
haps LO Jerome.

His letter LO Richerus s plainly Sa yvYS Studia litterarum ecclesia-
sHCIS DIrIS CSSC necessarıa. The study of Plato Aristotle, Quintillian,
and (Cicero form, anı In his hrase, which think quıite fine, the
Caminus scholaris 14) along which the clerk mMuUust travel he seeks
knowledge. «In another letter 2 LO this aIinıd|e } he commends the
study of ‚etters agaln, NOT only, he SaVyS, al Paris, but anywhere
where (0)91=> Ca CONV: In the sound of the TUumMDELIS of NOot only
sacred ‚etters put of the ethniıcorum librorum B

| must pomt OUuUt agaın here, | have elsewhere that P.hi-
lippe WTOTLEe z etters of this kind urgıng the study of language
and etters for the education of boys, LO the LW:  e} IN  } of
whom he ee LO have een spiriıtual director, Philippe of Flanders
and Henri of Champagne. His connecton with the actıyıtıes at
Troyes by thıs Are part of the infÄiuence by the Praemonstratensian
Order 6} +hat literary center which ave tried also emonstrate
before ıIn another PDPapPpeC) 17  —

l.l) (D)
12) Horace, Vergil, vid Plautus, Aristotle, Plato, Cicero, Caesar, Seneca,

Solon, Sallust, Persius, Ovid predominates would be expected.
ll) 157
14) 158 (A)
15) 175
lß) In dissertation, referred ıIn ote Z SCce 60
17) Paper read 1n prıvate session at the Modern Language Association of

America, New Yo;k‚ 1954 The Praemonstratension Order an the Conte del
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The hird interest which Aave found ın Philippe 18 his
'  ram f01' the education of the clergy. his of3 had een
alluded LO In the COUTSE of his letters, but the PTOSTammn itself ell
developed, 15 tound ıIn his largest work, the De Institutione Cleri
oru Ihe chapters, books of this work reveal the virtues
he assumed LO be NECECSSaAIY tor them Dignitas, Scientia, {ustitia,
Continentia, Obedientia, anıdl. Sılentium. Sprinkled throughout the
work aAle OVeEeT thirty guotations from Classical authors, including
OINE less Cn figures, such a! 5allust‚ Solon Persius, Lucan 18)
[t 18 In the book De Scientia that Philippe quotes the line from Vld
that LO sound the dominant note of his PTOZTaMM of study,
phrase which the few who ave studiıed Philippe assıgn him
M OoOttLO uod NO novit, nermo dicere potest. It must sufhce LO
reıterate that Philippe's ınterest 1n the tramıng of the clergy CONNECLILS
clearly with hıs exhortations tTO both clergy and lay ın general
make the humane stuches the center of intellectual development
and spirıtual perfection. He cıtes, he Say5S, Pythagoras’ description
of philosopher clarıfy this wiscdom. : SC (Pythagoras) hilo-
sophum appellavit, C  ® sapientem nublice, sed amatorem sapıen-
tiae.. 19)

As kınd of corollary these illustrations of what consicder
Philippe s Christian Humanism, mentıon mMuUust be made of wihat
am ounts real philological ftascınation that aP'PDCAaIS Bı least
FWICE ın hıs works. In the De Siılentio book of hıs De Institutione,
Philippe devotes three long chapters, 46-4 20)‚ LO the orıgın an the
history of the alphabet, beginning with the Phoenicians, proceeding
through the Hebrew, LO the Greek, and then LO the Roman. He
discusses by WaY of elaborating the Greek sophi +he sepiem
sapıentes Pythagoras definition of philosopher agaın, the org1in
of the Roman alphabet together with criticısm of those symbols
which had been adopted from +he Greek alphabet into the Koman,
B S el  ®]} which aATre unnecessary for ıt %f} Although there aAr real
problems connected with hlS discussion of the alphabets because

Graal Preliminary. Abstracted ın Analecta Praemonstratensia, AAXMAI Fasc S
1955, 166-167

18) TIhe duplicate the ıst ın ote
19) In the Epistola ad Richerum. 167 (D)
20) 02]
21) 020 (C)
} 1020, 022
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he 15 obviously a1Ie o# AT least three Vvers1ions of ıt nevertheless
implicitly clear that Philippe pretends knowledge of Greek and
Hebrew. his knowledge and 1n LUrn, hıs philological interests WEETIE

apparently behind hıs wrıting of his longest |atıin. PDOCHIN, Logo-
el Aenigmata < his POECIN, which 15 almost solved trom

ıts rebuses, ciphers, and enıgmas, agaın demonstrates 1 solution
that he knew Greek, and, incıdentally, urther connection
with the vernacular literary actıvıty of the day by ıts possible rela-
tionship LO the Grail legend, have also pointed OuL elsewhere z

Moreover, that he wrıites Man y secular Latın POe  , elegies
often LO the great IN of hıs tiıme, Abelard, ılliam of Champeaux,
Henry of Eingland, IVO of Chartres, and thıs rebus PDOCIN discussed
above, adds fina]l touch hıs character DA CEeNTLUrYy humanıst.

Of COUTSEC, have saıd at the beginning, work of 1ike
Philippe Cannotl be m. a-de adequately clear In SUTVEY, Nevertheless

think the character of hıs work and three maın 'UTDOSCS, LO defend
the Christian world agaınst the eNcompassın?z monastıc insıstence
of Bernard of Clairvaux, LO p° the worth of thie stucy of lJanguage
a n»d etters, especially for clerks and rulers, .anud. tO forward PDTO-
SrTam f01' clerical stucy that Was begun 1n humane think t+hese
T1AawW 180> pDart of the pıcture of the l 2th CeNIUry renalssance. Phi
lippe de Harveng W as representative of forceful element 1ın Tae-
monstratensıan thinking, reading of the other wriıters shows, anı
thıs element, ıke the whole Praemonstratensian Order aımed at

restorıng on Christians of thc l 2th CENTLUrYy the Apostolic ıfe of
early Christianıity. Physically the Order Was successtul 1ın the fact
that, ounded ın 120, 1 had spread by 1220 LO England, Italy, Spain,
reland, Scotland, Hungary, Germany an Poland, and numbered
ıts houses 1ın the hundreds, the chronicles of the Orders show Mate-
rially ıt succeedecdc In that 10)8800=> real efftect of both ıts Apostolic
Movement has een ececmMn 1ın Franciscanism, and of ıts CONCern for
learning and educated clergy In the Dominicans.

Ye T the fact remaıns that almost 10381° has paid al study
thiıs early ıts MOVvVvementL. Ihe M OSI eloquent spokesmen for

28) 396-1398
24) Paper read at the University of Kentucky, before the Mediaeval Section of

the Foreign Language and Literature Conference, April, 9056 C The Holy Grail
and Philıppe de Harvengt’'s Logogrypha et Aenigmata ı. Treated Iso ın Appen-
dix ot dissertation, 136-148 study of this POC. 1S ın rOgTICSS,
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t+he Cause of 12th CEeNLUrYy renalssance, £VENN Protfessor Haskins,
have N OL considered them. It SC that the 164AasSONMN tor this
obscurity 1n modern times Ca  - be explained est by recalling t+he
conciliatory spirıt mentioned earlier, which the Order inherited
fr—om St Norbert, spirıt which 10)890=> historians of the Order ave
e 1 instrumental 1n the rapıd recession the Order experienced
In the discursive scholasticism of the later 13th Century Lt 15 known,
tor instance, that the Praemonstratenslians held chairs in the Univer-
SIty of Paris, but of the residents of these chairs N OT O1l} Name 15
known 2}

Nevertheless StIrong claim } be made, think, tor theiır pDart
In the ‚everal attiıtuces which describe the l 2th CEeENLUrYy renalssance.

uggest that their study of Apostolic ıfe 1t Was discussed 1in the
Latın athers prompted ın them ell revival of Christian
humanısm favor for the wrıtinegs of the Classical asc and SUEL

agaın the battle OVST the role of the writings ın the life and traınıng
of Christians a Il*d Christian prıests battle which had een fought
ONg the Latın Fathers. | thınk that study urther nto the Tae-
monstratensians and their ideas will subsantiate both this claim., and
the proposal +hat they integrally connected with the ] 2th CEeMN-

tury Kenalissance. If this be provable, then the scholars analogy of
t+he l20h CENTLUTY LO the so-called (( humanıstic Renaissance of
Century later Ca  } nOot be longer considered adequate approach LO
I 2th CeNTUry intellectual actıvıty. |f the talian Renaissance 15
humanıst renalssance, then the CENLUTYy Renaissance 15 ‚038  ® of
Christian humanısm, and the Canons of St Norbert aTrTe ıts heralds.

Prof John MAHONEY.

Duquesne University,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanıa,

>> | ave een corrected generalization. Professor Gabriel and Mr James
John, of the Institute For Advanced Study (who has already gıven much help)
tell SOIMNe aIrie known.


