
Miscellaneum

Strahov Prior yrı Antonin Straka, Librarıan and
Histori1an (1868-1927)

bio-bibliographical review Ü the OCcasıon of the
70th anniversary of hıs ea

Antonin raka Was born in the SMa e town of 1levSKO
November 19, 1868, ın old family*), wıth TO that Cal be traced d

far back the 16th century“). TOom hıs childhood onwards, hıis ıfe W as

connected wıth the Premonstratens1ans. Hıs mother W as born ın the Pre-
monstratens1ian parısh of Velka ChySka. She W dsSs the housekeeper of
the parıs priest. When the latter W das moved the Order-deanery of
1levsko, she went wıth hım ere che marrıed Straka’s father, who
Was potter and later innkeeper.

the ADC of 12 efit hıs natıve iOWN become chorıister al

Strahov Church and study al the gymnasıum Grammar school) in the
Lesser l1own of Prague. He spent the [WO last of gymnasıum In
Cesk  e  L BudeJjovıce, where he passed hıs maturıty CXa in 1888°)
oug Straka WOU ave OVve continue hıs studıes of hIis-

LOTY, d W as the wısh of his parents, he joıned the Premonstratens1ian
moONnastery at Strahov September L, 1888, and received the ame

yrı One yYCal later he W as matrıiculated al the theologica Faculty
of the German Universıity of Prague, but ın the Na he
moved the ZEC Universıity. On May 23 1890, he took sımple
VOWS, and three yYCal>s later une IX he Was solemnly professed,
Just before the end of hıs theologıca studıles. On July of that Saillc

YCal, he W as ordaıned priest in the cathedral of St Vıtus al the Prague
Castle®)

ate eg10Na. Archıves in Tiebon, archıval arıls: Registers, Parısh of
Miılevsko, egıster of Baptısms 1 E}SF 38RS-389 FOor generat1ions the amıly
practised the handceraft of pottery

ate Regional chıves in J1Tebon, archıval TIL Estate, book No 101
Land and duties regıster of the YCar 13471,

ate Central Cchıves in Prague, Dept., archıval Premonstratensian
Order, ahov, box No 1286 Maturıty examınatıon certificate July 27th 1855

Box No 1286 Certificate of Ordıinatıon July 16th, 1893
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The per10 Aı Was In Radonice nad hf1 Sıtuated in
north-western Bohemuıia, Radonice Was of old 'ahov land-prope:
called Pa Esstate. egan and completed hıs work there
chaplain”), but SOI h1ıs hıstor1ic interests emerged agaın.

Influenced and taught Dy Frantısek St&dry, parısh priıest of Slavetin,
and regional self-thaught hıstorıan, he decıded wriıte hıstory of the
Radonice parısh afca for memort1a]l book St&dry dıd nNnOot only intro-
uce Straka the basıcs of hıstor1ographical work, but also Ifered hım
the USCcC of hıs prıvate professional lıbrary and boo  inder s workshop.
Thıs of bookbindıng helped Straka later tremendously descer1ibe
and COMDAIC Oold technıques of boo.  indıng when he took Iiragments of
LAIC manuscrı1ıpts irom old COVCIS, C he had diıscovered urıng hıs
work In the Strahov ıbrary

Ihe final work of Straka hand-wrıtten and hand-ıllustrated Memorti1al
Book of the Radonice Parısh 1S ONEC of the est works of ıt’s
Bohemia®). Straka treated thıs hıstory of the parısh village Dy vıllage
basıs, o1mng it In VE ecrıtical WadY, usıng hıs OW) awıngs, CONteEMPOTAaTY
photographs and coloured pen-drawıngs. The story of the entire parısh
Arca, the descr1ıption of the church, of the priest’s-house, the founda-
t1ons, benefic1larıes and chools COVETS 471 apCs, along wıth cıtati1ons and
translatıons of hıs OUTITCCS the end also fınd hısts of clerks,
admınıstrators, dırectors and other “CiVi_l” DCTSONS the Service of Stra-
hov, WOT/ al Pa Estate, ell 4S Radonice parısh priests, chaplaıns
and admınıstrators, wıth theır “sShadow portraits ” and photographs.

Thıs work W as completed in 1904, after 1C Straka began wrıting
“ parısh-chronicle ”. He ocused hıs attention partıcular description
of the abolishment and demolıtion of the old Romanesque church of the
Exaltatıon of the Holy CTOSsSs, 4E had been the former parısh church
of Radonice. He also publıshed hıs fırst studies al that time.

Iso urıng hıs tenure of office al Radonice, he the majJor of
hıs time at the Strahov (0)  © archıves, where he arrange
collection of Strahov charters, and dıd deal of work sorting Out the
correspondence of Strahov’s abbots of the 17/th CeNtUTY. Encouraged Dy
St&dry, he began wriıte “A Key For Recognizing Coat-of-arms”; the
hırd volume Was completed in 1899, and ou Was finished’).

BOox No 1286 Appointment September 21st, 1893
ate Dıstrict chıves in ‚OUNY, archıval SIOUD 327/12/63 Pamet  nı knıha farn  1

OSady Radonicke
Strahov Library, collection, locatıon number I1 CS liG poznäni Tbu.
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In the yCal 1906, the Strahov liıbrarıan Isıdor Zahradnik decided
PUTISUC polıtical CaIcCOL. He resigned hıs office lıbrarıan, and eft
Strahov work economıcal admınıstrator al the mM' estate

Hradist ko Convınced that Cyril W as the mMoOost suntable confrere
replace hım, he recommended hım aASs hI1s SUCCCSSOT Thus,

egan hıs work in the Strahov 1brary in the mıddle of 1906
abula rasa ” 1S appropriate description of hıs owledge about

the 1brary and the work of 1ıbrarıan When, 111all he jJommned
the m'  N  9 the 1brary Wäas OPCH the publıc and members of the
mONnaSsterYy ONC day of the YCAL, the Feast of St Jo  z That 1S why he
had develop ““stratagem ” find h1ıs WAYy in the 1brary He offered

lıbrarıan named Dominık Cermäk, hıs CONteMpOTATY, the task clas-
S1Iy collection of hells!

He had decıde how tackle the work in the 1brary It took hım
everal weeks fınd Out that the most urgent work W as make COIN-

plete catalogue of the collection of 00 Before hım, there had
een comprehensıve catalogue of the ıbrary

Let us mention 110  _ few facts of hıs ıfe In 1908, he Was lected
elegate of hıs the General Chapter,i Was held in the
mon of eplä, in Western Bohemua. Thıs appene agaın S1X VYCars
later, June of 1914, when the General Chapter mel the Philosophical
all of Strahov Library®).

fter the ırst OT: War, the per10 1IT1ICU. fOorZCatholıcs,
when the Czechoslovak epublıc Camllec into eing, Cyrıl Was

appomted Supprıor (1919), and OMNNC VYCal later pr10r (1920) In 1922 he
WAas g1ven the tıtle ‘“ consıllarıus ad honorem ”’?).

Straka’s frequent work in the l1brary, proved unhealthy ere Was

central heatıng in the 1brary urıng wınter, and althoug the 1Drary Was

closed the publıc irom spring, MmMoOst of hıs time
there, workıng the catalogue. In the last YCal of hıs 1ıfe he W as COIMN-

1ne! bed and in the end he suffered from eart disease. He died
September K 1927, al Strahov Ihree days later, after pontifical

requiem INass, hıs remaıns WEeIC translated the cCemeterYy of the er
in NebusSıice and interred there

Tracıng h1is professional lıfe, notice that there WeIC several
akas ere W as the hıstorıan, Traka the ıbrarıan and raka

ahov 1bDrary, coll., LUL Visıtor s book of the Strahov 1brary 18958-
1938

Box No 1286, Appoimintment ebruary 16th, 1922
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the book-lover All three speclalısts 1Ve' In OC soul and body However,
ıt 1S not possıble dıvıde them On the other hand, all hıs professional
work W as IHNOTEC less connected ıth the Strahov ıbrary book col-
lections.

nting about hım lıbrarıan, mMust emphasıze before all else
hıs accomplishment the catalogue. In hıs IT in
Cesk+y CasopI1s hıstorıcky (Czech Hiıstorical Journal) of the yCal 1919, he
estimated that the number of catalogued 00 Wasn and he lısted
the establıshed catalogued sect10ons of the 1brary Phılosophical Hall,
Theologica Hall, the SO-Calle' Law-Medicıine Hall, Dlabac Collection,
Comenilana, Premonstratensı1a, Pachta’s 1brary, separate and collections
of manuscrıpts and incunabula*%).

Auxıilıary work Was one Dy NOVICES, and at times also Dy volunteers
from the community. JIhey WCIC supervised and controlled Dy Ttaka
hımselr. In the VCAarS, when the SuTITiere: from ack of NOVvICeS,

when they WEIC 1a(0]1 interested in thıs kınd of work, he had do the
work of cataloguıng all Dy hımselrf. In the Sspring of 1914 he ın
letter hıs frıend Frantısek St&dry “It hasn’t decreased but for that,
what Was catalogued Dy me ” *!).
O 1919, the work continued Straka’s eal However, when

he Was appomted pr10r 1920, the met hıs wısh, SaVC hım elper
guıde and perform other tasks in the 1brary Ihıs Was Vit Hulka, who

Was later become Straka’s SUCCCSSOT ahov lıbrarıan, and also the
last pr10r before the abolition of the a  CY Dy the communists.

Ihe introduction of 91Vving the publıc ACCOSS5 Strahov 1brary, OTSa-
nızıng orlentatıon exhıbıtions the collections, and sımplıfyıng the
dACCC5Ss>S these collections Dy creatiıng catalogue, these AICc Straka’s
achl1evements.

As thousands of volumes went through hıs hands, he aquıred
deal of informatıon for cComparatıve studies, and because of thıs urıng
LNOIC than [WO decades of work ın the 1brary Straka became

10) a, ıhovna Strahovskeho klastera Praze, Cesky Casop1s hıstoriıcky 25
1919, 378-381

11) Strahov, kart. 12806, Correspondence, letter St&dry of 20.4.1914 ° Thıs
yCar the work doesn’t continue. ave only OIlIC novice and he 15 NOL much of worker.
Yesterday he WT' into catalogue OMNC unknown author Dıffamarı, E it W d> lex
dıffamarı! but that’s NOTt all, ‚annot rely hım at all. Utherwiıse, he’s ell-
behaved and sılent fellow.
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top-specılalıst in the art of historical book-bindıings. In the introduction
ONC of hıs studıes, he °° Just in the beginnıng of the cataloguıng

al the Strahov ıbrary, 1C started wıth the help of clerıics in June
1906, wanted diıscover book-bindıngs. mong thousands of volumes,

OUN! lot of old binding-specımens of specıal original ZeC book
bındıng decoratiıon . He continued connect his interest in visual
wıth book-bindıng and history**).

He publıshed around studıies dealıng wıth the subjects of book-
bınders and theır technıques, bookprinters (typographers) and theır book
labels, etc.*?). Only in thıs domaın dıd Straka’s owledge exceed the

proportions of the Strahov 1brary As well-known specılalıst, he took
In the organızıng of exhıbıtions book-binding and book-printing.

He jJomned chaırman cCommı1ıssıon for ex1bıtion of specımens
of SEX-HOMS , AS ell ASs financıal commı1ssıon. He W as also member
of the presiıdium of pr  E  F commıttee preparıng works for
the International Congress of L_Lıbrarıans and Bıblıophiles ıIn ague in
1926

In 1922, hıs extraordiınary owledge of book sc1ience Was apprecıate:
Dy the miıinıster of educatıon and natıonal culture Srobär. who appomted
hım member of the ‘“ Commiss1ion for catalogumng theZ fiırst-prints
and all first-prints kept in the Czechoslovak Republıc . Less than [WO

YCars later, thıs Commı1ss1ıon W as transformed into the ‘“Commiss1ıon for
the lıstıng of Czechoslovak prints the end of the 18Sth century .
Collaborating wıth the est lıbrarıans and dırectors ofZ and ovak
lıbrarıes, TtTaka took in the development of COontemporary C'zechoslo-
vak book SscCIeNCES.

urıng hıs long hours in the 1brary, raka discovered mMan COI-

pletely unknown prints and fırst-prints. One of h1is MOst ımportant dıs-
Coverles Was in 1911, when he OUuUnN! volume contamıng prints.
mong these SsSma. S1Ze tıtles. publıshed at the {u  } of the 15th and 16th
CENLUrY Dy the printing offices of Pılsen printer Mikuläs Bakalar and Dy
the Prague Old OWN printer Mikuläs Konäc of HodisSkov, there WeIC

SOTINC un1ıque specımens, especlally °On the New Lands, the New (0)8

12) Traka, Ceskych vazbäch knıhovne strahovske do poCätku VIL stol., 1n :
ıhtısk Ceskoslovensky, Traha, 1920, 87-98

l3) complete Straka’s bıblıography ll be publıshed by the author in partıcular
icle Cyrıl ntonin Straka (1869-1927) Oovsky bıbliotekär.  A Bıblıotheca
Strahovıens1ıs 5: 1997, 1C 15 eing prepared for print.
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Concerning Which We Hıtherto Have Had No Knowledge Nor Have
eard Anythıng” the first CWS in Central Europe about the d1iscCcov-
C of America!“*). Besıdes there WeIC Bernhard VON Breidenbach’s
Life of Mohammed ” and “A Iract On the Holy Lan A4S ell others.
The YCar 1913 brought other discoverles: the first edıtions of Comen1us’
work Mournful ” and 6‘An Unconquerable Castle’”’*?). We notice
that Straka W d 19(0)1 only interested In incunabula and paleotypes, he also
diıscovered other unknown and emarkable old prints, such ‘DescrI1p-
110 amplıssımae ornatıssımae regıae urbis Pragensıs, metropolis
tot1us Boemiae ” publıshed Dy the priest Bartolome] Martinıdes In 1615
and other ımportant manuscrI1pts, such iragment of Jan Hus’ °“ Iract

S1ımony ” and OIlC eaf of hıs ‘“Postilla””!°). He also OUunNn! other Hu-
mınated manuscrıpts datıng from the fiırst half of the 1/th CENTUTY Dy
Strahov and iıllumınator Jan DA  Sicha, rı amıcorum aAs ell A old
INaDS In the 1920’s he discovered the oldest ZeC calendar, ° Mınuci
OI almanac of the yCalr 1485, printed Dy Johannes Alackraw in the 7eC
town Vimperk*”).

Iryıng describe hım hıstorıan, must first hlıst hıs three 1INONO-

graphıies. The first ONC, ase‘ the cCorrespondence of the Strahov
aspar Questenberg hıs brothers, ea wıth the hıstory of

TecC of allenstein (191 Ihe s1ıgnıfıcance of thıs book ADDCAaIS
in the reflections of personal attıtudes and Opin10ns, VE typıcal for thıs
kınd of amıly correspondence.

By the mıddle of the 1920’s (1924), Traka had published study about
another Strahov a  OL, KrySpin Fuk of Hradıste. who, urıng the first half
of the 1/th CENIUTY, made the of Vlitava MT navigable*?).

14) 'hıs bookkt Was publıshed Dy Straka in form of facsımıle edıtiıon, cf. Taka,
ed.) SpI1s novych zemich Novem svete, Ta| 1926,

15) S: Straka, Prve vydanı Komenskeho Spisu “ Truchlıvy ” ‘ Nedobytedlny
Nra ıhovne strahovske “ Pres Bozi ‘“ Antıdotum Apostatıae , Casopis eskeho

S, 1914, 10-18
16) raka, Nove objeven zlomky Spisü Jana Husı knıhovne Strahovske,

Casopis eskeho uUsca 86, 1912, 41 /-431; Casopis eskeho S17, 1913, 46-
66, 2812284

17) Taka, Ceskä mMInNucIi roku 1485, Typografia 32 1925, 49-54; Nove
objevenYy prvotisk 1485, Casopis CS knihovniku 4, 1925, 25-30

18) T}  a, TreC Vald$Stejna jeho doba, OZpraVYy Cesk$ akademıe cisase
Frantıska Josefa PTO vedy, slovesnost umeni ©4 44’ trida  SA I1 Ta| 191 1, 240

19) a, Svatojanske proudy splavneni Ornı Vlitavy, OZDPraVy Ceske akademıe
vel umeni 68, T1d. I’ Praha 1924, 05



142 Miscellaneum

In hıs last monography Transfer of Norbert’s Relics from

Magdeburg Prague””*9), he turned agaın the PCTISON otf aspar
Questenberg. Straka’s natural interest In ST Norbert’s reliıcs W as evıdent
ıIn hıs studıes, I© WeTIC wrıtten al the OCCasıon of the openıng of

Norbert’s tomb in 1916, and the approac of the 1r
of the transfter. Thıs, and everal other even(ts, such celebrations that
WEIC connected wıth ıt, OEG turned hıs attention Norbert As pr10T
of Strahov, Premonstratensian and hıstorıian, he Was compelled add
the monography short historical the authentic1ıty of Nor-
ert’s relıcs, in 16 he dısproved convincıngly the evidence of SOIMIC

who laımed that the partıcıpants of the transfer xhumed archbıshop
Heinrich s reliıcs instead of those of Norbert“‘).

ese three 00 COUuU represent ase of planned description of
the Strahov Monastery Story Unfortunately, hıs work in the 1brary
and hıs later Ilness prevented hım irom o1ng 19910)8% Many Sma. and
large artıcles, ocused Strahov’s hıstory, the only SOUTCEC oday
about the Strahov Monastery and 1brary

In addıtiıon the abbots eady mentioned, Ttaka publıshed artıcles
about other well-known pPCISONS from ahov Wenceslas ayer,
ounder of the Philosophical Hall, Jeremy Zeıdler, reCIiOor of the
Charles’ Universıty and ounder of the Strahov Gallery; Jan TIE'
Dlabac, poel, hıstorian, collector and Strahov lıbrarıan; and fınally poet
Olesiav Jablonsky (Kugen Tupy), the later provost of the Zwierzyniec
onasterYy in Poland

It 15 evıdent that traka’s historical interest covered several centurles,
but the maın focus went the 17th CeNtUurY. He Was not only concerned
wıth aDDatıa. correspondence, but also wıth the topographical hıstory of
Strahov and 1ts Ssurroundıngs. Thıs nClude':! Prague, 1C became
dear top1ıc hım, ell aSs the Strahov gallery and ıts paintings.

In addıtiıon these themes, he also dısplayed interest in the other
‘“ Premonstratensian ” places: hıs iırthplace 1levsko, Radonice nad Ohr
and Doksany

20) Straka, PieneSseni ostatkuü Norberta Magdeburku Strahov (1626-1628),
Praha 1927, 1722

21) Unfortunately, traka’s Oonly [WO artıcles AaDOU! St Norbert, published in Analecta
Praemonstratensia in 192 / (Literatura de translatıone Norberti 1627 EIUSGUE
iubilaeis, 333-335; Hıstor1ica evolutio exornatio sepulchrı Norberti In aed-
IDus Strahoviensibus, Pragae, 336-346), WeTIC NnOoL able reflect h1s wıde owledge
of the subject.
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oug he took unıversıty degree in hıstorical SclenCes,
In 1912 he Was Jected alternate member of dırectorate of the
Christian Academy (Academı1a chrıstiana Pragensı1s), and January 12th,
1923 he became extraordınary member of the oya ZeC Socıiety of
Sciences*?). Ihus, irom thıs pomt of VIEW, he ave een
self-taught

Hıs complete work amounts five O0OKS, and OVCTI 100 studıies,
hıstorıical CSSaYyS, repOTTS and artıcles. Nevertheless, hıs work 1s charac-
terızed, perhaps CVECN INOTE sıgnıfiıcantly, Dy hıs publıshiıng of unknown
hıstorical documents, both wriıtten and printe ultura interest and
talent for visual art, d ell g00d owledge of Latın, helped hım 18
translate intricate hıstorical OUTCES and interpret them from the PCI-
spective of hıstorı1an of As real hıstor1an, he shr. fifrom
the task of findıng the hıstorıical truth It 1s only fıttıng that he, ogether
wıth Dlabac, 1S consıdered ONC of the MOST ıimportant and edu-
cated lıbrarıans and hıstorjans aINONS the ZzecC Premonstratensians,
ell PCISON whose professional impact went beyond the ahov

er h1ıs ca he W as NOTL forgotten. Members of the “Regi1ona
Union ılevsko  27 installed memorI1al the house ın 1C
he W ds orn On thıs OCCasıon ın 1931, SsSma print W as publıshed
°° HOr the emorYy of Cyril Straka”, in 378 hıs TIeNds remembered
hım and hıs SUCCESSOT Huüulka publıshed Iragment of hıs autoblilo0-
graphy“).

In 1936 hıs bronze ust by sculptor BorovıCova-Podperva W as
unveıled in the Phılosophical all of the Strahov Liıbrary, and remaıns
there thıs day, despite the adversıty of the former cCommunist
regıme.

Jan PARKrälovskäa kanonı1e premonsträtu Strahove
Strahovskäa ıhovna
Strahovske nadvor1
118 raha
Ceskäa epu  a

22) chıves of the Strahov Onastery at OV, posthumous PapCIS,
Box No

23) Pamaätce yrıla Straky, Miılevsko 1931 Unfortunately only ın 1935 Stara,
the hıstorian of iX  Ja monastery, publıshed SmMAa| bıographica) ote AaDOU! Taka
(CT. nalecta Praemonstratensı1a, EFE 1935, 238-239).
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