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Letters rıtten INn .o00d al The AartYy Years of the Dutch Norbertines
In Wisconsin, translated and edıted Dy Dr alter LAGERWEY, Alt
Publıshing Co., Green Bay, Wiısconsın, USA, 1996, 54 / 1Drary
of Congress Card Number 96-79953; also avaılable the ookshop
“ Berne , Abdıjstraat 49, Heeswijk-Dinther,

'Thıs book., numberıng 547 aADCS, contaıns the CX of documents
and 208 etters in Englısh translatıon. 'The etters of utc Norbertine
miss1ionarıes aAIc directed theır OL, theır confreres and amıly INECIN-

ers in the per10 between November 1893 and October 1, 1902 All the
documents and etters translatıons of the unedited or1ginals and each
1s provıde wıth brief introduction. ere al least 400 footnotes
16 clarıfy the

Nıne YCAaIS of ploneering work led around 1900 the establısment
of Norbertine foundatıon (St. Norbert Priory) ocated the lower
FOox Rıver, In West De ere 110 De ere in the Amerıcan of
Wiısconsın, NCAar the CIty of Green Bay It W as foundatıon of the erne
CYy in the village of eEeSWI1] ın the provınce of Noord-Brabant in
the Netherlands The hıstory of the erne CYV dates back tOot 1134

Wıth the establıshment of the St Norbert Priory, the St Norbert (°O1:
jege, and novıtlate of ıfs OW. T1O0T ernar! Pennings had attaıned hıs
princıpa goals. But unbeknownst hım another challenge of
less than 11y YCals ST1 awaıted hım In 1925 he Was consecrated the
first of Norbert eCYy He held that post for IrTy YCals, untıl
hıs eal March f 1955 Hıs 1na. remaıns entombed wıthın the
impress1ive St Norbert CYy IC Was erected the east s1de of the
Fox Rıver under h1ıs SUCCECSSOTL, Sylvester Michael Kılleen

In ONMNC of hıs first etters, ate' December 19, 1893, Father Pennings
IT that etters AdIic arrıvıng in Talrly 900d time, and

also eing read, well, that 15 what they aAIic for. had Dy iINCAanls

reckoned wıth theır eing copled into book and kept forever. merely
wriıte in g00d al about thıs and that, hopıng that yOU and g00d
iriends and acquaıntances l gladly overlook but what 11l
people Sa y of them later on? suggest that in eeSWI1] they g1ve that
book the tıtle "Letters wriıtten n g00d al by ell meanıng soul,
PTIaYy fOor hım! ‚An (pPP 0-/7

We MaYy certamly speak of Bernard Penning’s prescience: lıttle VOGTL
ONC hundred YCars later h1s suggestion Was OllOoWe not Dy “Heeswi]jk”,
but Dy h1ıs OW creation: ° De eTe  27

Ihe realızatıon of thıs irst volume second 11l contaın the letters
1940 W das dependent number of appY cCoinc1dences, and especlally
the VE ormıdable orts of several people. There Was the annıver-
Sal of the arrıval of the first Norbertines in Ameriıca in 1993 TE
Was the determinatıon of the then presiding OL, Benjamın Mackın,
the CcConstant Carec and of the archivıst of ‘“ Berne , uub
ave Praem.., and the talent and devoted dedicatıon of the translator,
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Dr alter Lagerwey, emerıtus professor of Calvın College in Tand
Rapıds, Michi1gan, and hıs wıfe, ılma, both of utc descent and
Reformed, wıth OPCH mınd and he.  Z fOor the Whıte Canons in Ameriıca,
the Netherlands, and Belgıum. The nephew of ernar: Pennings, NoTrT-
bertine Ambrose ennings, who dıed 1991, and the Norbertine X qavıler
Colavechıio worked hard In dılıgently collecting the letters, preparıng
typescript of them, and CVCI) translatıng Man of the NO  S publıshed letters.

For hıstori1an of em1gration North-Amerıca from the Nether-
lands, and INOTEC partıcularly from Noord-Brabant, the etters of
importance ego-documents, IC for the most part achleve 166
balance ıIn the description of theır personal experiences and theır 11C  S
eNVIrOoNs. Many of these etters circulated aAM ONS friends and acquaın-

in eeSW1] and elsewhere. number of letters, shıghtly edıted,
WEeIC publıshed in the Norbertine jJournal Het Offer (The Sacrıfice)
16 Was publıshed quarterly beginnıng 1892

What 1S mMoOost ımportant about the publıcatıon of these letters, ıt
IS the fact that they 1O  < In the 12 of day, and that they

ave een made avaılable in VE convenılent format interested
PCISONS who read Englısh. On quıte few OCCaS10Ns the wrıters WeIC

reacting somethıng wrıtten in Holland, etters hıch in general ave 18(0)1
een preserved. Of COUTSC Ianı y etters WeTC also wriıtten the utc
Norbertines, 2 priests and brothers, who eft EESW1] WI1S-
consın the last ON in 1912 but they WEIC collected and
preserved. In al] lıkelihood the recelvers dıd not attach hıistorical
s1gnıfıcance them

It 1S eIy but shall ave qawaıt the publıcatıon of the second
volume that the letters of the ırst per10 constitute greater than
those wrıtten the eXTi peri10d, ıf only because of the small number of let-
ter wriıters. addıtıon, repOrts about the ploneering perT10 ave VC SpC-
c1lal charm the later etters probably also ıstorıcally sıgnıfıcant.

In addıtiıon expressing admıratıon and respect for all that Was
achı1eved in thıs VeC successful publıcatıon, hıstori1an WOU also
lıke make few crıtical observatıons.

My maın pomt 15 the absence of INOTC Or0ug gomg discussıon of
the hıstorıcal background of thıs successful 1sSsıon of the Norbertines.
Naturally the ıdea for omng 1ssıon work in the United States dıd not
Just fall Out of the SKy in eeswijk. Nor yYOU explaın the miss1ıon Dy
Just referring, ASs the Introduction does, the conversatıon between the
bıshop of Gireen Bay, Messmer, and utfc priest In his dıocese,
Alphonse Broens, who dvised hım ask the erne for assıstance
in minıstering the predominantly Belgı1an iımmigrants the
SO-Calle: Penınsula, the penıinsula between Green Bay and Lake 1ıch1-
gan er all, there Wäas the threat that the Walloon Belgi1ans WOUu be
lost the church because of the ack of g00d priests, and that they
WOU fall victım heresy, spırıtualısm, and what W dads then regarded
equally bad, Anglıcanısm OT another form of protestantısm.
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The m1ss1on of the Norbertines 1S of the 1SS10N actıvıty
1C developed in the Netherlands in the nıneteenth and twentieth CCI-

LUr y In the nıneteenth CENTLUTY alone, 220 uftfc priest-m1issionarıes WEeIC

WOT. In the United States. Important work W as one Dy the Flemish
and utc Jesults in the Miı1ıd-west and In the Far-west. Well-known 1S
the Fleming, Pıeter De met (1801-1873), the apostle of the ocky
MountaIns. He returned Europe e12. times ın order make Da-
ganda for the Amerıican 1SS10N and enlıst students. Amerıcan prelates
called uftc sem1narıles wıth the Samle goal in mınd.
er the establıshment of the Colleg1um Amerıcanum in Louvaın,

730 IMenNn WeTC traıned ere for the Amerıcan M1SS1ON, includıng from
the Netherlands, between 1857 and 1901 hıgh proportion of the utfc
m1iss10oNarıes Came from the regı1o0n where the utfc Norbertines WCIC

actıve. And 18(011 only mi1iss1ionarles but also other catholıc em1grants Calllec

from prec1isely thıs Sallle ATCQE.
In 1848 the utfc Dominunican, EOdOTUS Van den TOEe (1784-1851),

after makıng Journey hıs natıve land, brought back wıth hım 200
colonısts from the provınce of Noord-Braban: the aATICca along the Fox
Rıver, where he had already een oıng 1SS1oN work for fourteen YCars
Hıs church and WeIC ocated ın Littlee few VYCars later
another of 200 em1grants ollowe: from Noord-Braban In
sSOoO-Calle: chaın-migration thereafter INOTEC and INOTC catholıc Hollanders
Calllc to thıs AICcCa. mong them relatıves and acquaıntances of the NorT-
bertines.

In 1891 the diocese of Green Bay numbered 110,000 souls, of whom
WeTC of ufc OT Flemish OrNZ1N. Of the 110 priests WEeIC of

HC descent. Ihe numbers Just kept rowıng OVCI time. In 1909
there WEIC [WO ° Hol  d” churches Just In De Pere; Mary ıIn ast de
ere and St Boniface in West de ere 16 15 SaYy that the comıng
of the utc Norbertines must be placed In the context of M1MOTC general
em1gration wıthın theır OW) eNVIrons.

And far ASs the oundıng of Convent 15 concerned: everal Crosıier
Fathers and Brothers, lıyıng in places not far from eesWI1Jk, had eft
already in 1850 for the Fox Rıver aTrfca wıth the intention of oundıng

clo1ister. In the end that attempt faıled, amMOoNS others because of LOO 1t-
tle Support firom the Netherlands TIhe Norbertines who Came forty VYCAars
later must ave known all about thıs hıstory, and theır eaders doubtless
drew esSsons from ıt.

The MOSstL ımportant Crosier who arrıved in America, in the per10
of Father den 07 Was uar:‘ Daems (1826-1879) He ıt Was
who In the 1850’s called attention the sSo-Calle' Penıinsula g00d
aAIca for settlement the W alloon Brabanders from the arca of Brussels
Theır settlement egan in 1853 wıth forty 1ICYy PCISONS and Dy 1857
there WOIC already everal housand people Daems hımself became
pastor-priest the edge of the Penınsula, in Bay Settlement, and there
founded, in addıtıon VE shortlived Crosier Convent(, the congregatiıon
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of the Sıisters of Francıs of the Holy C’ross whose mother house 15
ST1 ocated Bay Settlement In 1868 when the diıocese of Green Bay
Was establıshne': uar‘ Daems became the fırst vicar-general of Bıshop
Joseph Melcher TOom Bay Settlement he had Carec fOor another thırteen
155101 (congregatıons and chapel

For INOTC etaıle' hıstory of the (’rosiıers the Uniıted States SCC the
book of Jerome Rausch The Crosier Story, (Onamıa 1960

ess than fıfteen VYCAaIS after the ea of Daems the fiırst three Nor-
bertines arrıved whose fırst aAIca of work W äas thıs Penıinsula ou
not the catholıcs lıvıng ere princıpally alloons who the
had een served ave rejo1ced al the arrıval of Prı1ests much lıke
the Crosiers? fter all (rosiers Diest) and Norbertines ver'  ( Girim-
bergen Tongerlo) WeIC alsO known Belgıum for theır settlements

TIThe publıshed etters of the Norbertines clearly indıcate that theır
parıshıoners ogladly cooperated the of the er rel1g10us
ıfe TIhe called heretics andp dıdn ave much of chance
The alloons and the other catholıc inhabıitants of the Penınsula COU

partıcıpate the tradıtional the celebration of the sacred
ıturgy theır OW language of devotions of pılgrımages and PTOCCS-

and the admınıstration of the sacraments Ihe Norbertines
WEeEIC MOst welcome them and remaıned GVCH when theır center
became located 1ı De ere

MyYy intent the above 15 emphasıze that the etters eed be
understood hıstorıical conftext. The letter wriıters and readers of
hundred YCaIs ADO WEIC aWaTe of INan atters about 1C the present
readers know nothıng For that 1C4ASON Judgment hıstorical O_
duction 15 really indıspensable publıcatıon of old etters

In addıtion regreit the absence of INOTEC clear INaDS wıth 1Vg the
ames then and 11O  < of places parıshes and 1551011 the AIcCca
IC the Norbertines worked
Though INOTE iıllustrations not essentıal they esiırable ASs 15

index of Perhaps these wıshes ST1L be met when the second
volume 15 publıshed

May that volume wıthın few YCAars and thus bring completion
thıs mMoOost valuable SOUTCEC book

Kol Thomsonlaan VAN STEKELENBURG
5263 ug


