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In the Introduction of thıs WONdeTTIU. book the author wrıtes: „ T’hıs
book 111 therefore attempt fl Sap ıIn OUT knowledge of the late
medieval Englısh Premonstratens1ians Dy analysıng theır visıtatiıon records
of the late fifteenth and the early sıxteenth centurıes, and other prımary
SOUTCCS, the actıvıtles of the Visıtor and commissary-general al that tiıme,
Rıchard Redman, along wıth other aspects of the Premonstratens1ans,
maınly wıthın the context of the monastıc enclosure‘“ p XVID)

In the fırst Gribbin treats hıs subject in S1X chapters:
TIhe Establıshment of the Premonstratens1ians in England and the

Development of the Provincıa Anglıae.
TIhe Vısıtation Records of the Late edieva Englısh Premonstraten-

S1ans.
Ihe Visıtation of ngland’s Premonstratensian Abbeys, S
The Englısh Premonstratensian Liturgy
Learnıng, Spirıtuality and Pastoralıa: Englısh Premonstratensıian Man-

uscr1pts, 00 and Librarıes in the Later 1ddle Ages
Rıchard Redman Praem.
eCse chapters aATIc ollowe Dy conclus1ıon: TOM Cessatıon DIis-

solution.
The second consısts of appendices:
TIhe Visıtation Itinerarıes of Rıchard Redman in odle1ı1an 1brary

Ashmole 1519
Maps of Redman Proposed Vısıtation Journeys, 1478, 1491 and 1500
Englısh Premonstratensian Visıtations,8l
Fornicatıion the Englısh Premonstratens1ans, 21
The Date of John Capgrave’s Life of Salnt Norbert
Ihe book 1Ss completed Dy extended bıbliography and exX
The Englısh Premonstratensian abbeys WeIC divided and organızed in

three Circarles: TIhe Northern wıth abbeys, the 1ddle wıth abbeys
and the Southern wıth 11 abbeys, altogether abbeys. Ihey WEeIC rela-
tıvely Sma. The aAVCTALC number of members Was OT S1X abbeys
had members OT less. TIhe bıgger ONCS had approximately members
and the bıggest ONCS INOTC than 20, but INOTC than So the COIN-

munıitlies WEIC Sma. SINCEe 18(011 all the members esided in the enclosure.
The study of Gribbin g1ves VC lıvely description of the s1ıtuatiıon of

the Englısh Premonstratensian houses for the per10 of Englısh hıstory
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under cons1ıderation ere The extfant visıtatıon documents of the other
exempt orders don’t bear comparıson wıth the detaıls OT extensiıveness of
the Premonstratens1ian visıtatiıon records. That’s why it 18 important.
We OW! these visıtatıon records the actıvıty of Rıchard Redman
of the a  CY of Shap Next h1ıs task aAs he Was success1ively
bıshop of Salnt saph, Exeter and Ely and such he also played
ımportant role In Englısh polıtics. In the SITU! of the er he W as the
representatıve of the eneral of Premontre in England. TOM about
1458 untıl 1505 he functioned d visıtor and commiıssary-general. He CON-
VOoO the chapters of the CIrCarYy and averagely CVCIY three he held

visıtatıon in the abbeys.
Gribbıin has wriıtten hıs book wıth VC. strıct scl1entific ACCOUNLT the

hıstorıical truth Each qssertion OT proposıtion 1S accurately documented.
The Jargon IC he SCS 1S taken from the monastıc termınology, prob-
ably because there AdIiCc equ1valents In the termınology of the CanOoNs

regular. Ihe plcture 1C gel of the Englısh abbeys 1S summarızed
Dy Gribbıin ASs ollows ”A tolerable mediocrıity W as LLILOTC Irequently
noted than dangerous declhne‘“‘ p 91) The celebratiıon of the lıturgıical
offices in MOST of the abbeys Was satısfyıng CVECN VC 200d, but in
about S1X abbeys it efit much be desired In theologıcal atters the
Englısh Premonstratens1i1ans generally WCIC NOTL ate or irom
Scholasticism WeIC notLt OT hardly OUunNn: and er theologıca 00 and
studıies prevaıled. Ihe theologıca. and exegetical wrıtings that elonge

the Englısh Whiıte Canons WCIC largely conservatıve (p 138) Ihe Eng-
ısh Premonstratens1ans WEeIC hardly In touch wıth CONTeEMPOTATY Currenits
of spırıtualıty (P 148)

Of the a  CYV of upholme 1S reported: „ The CanNnOoNs had lıttle mot1-
vatıon towards readıng and intellectual actıyıtlies‘ p 166) One MaYy COMN-
s1der thıs d general tendency. I he abbeys had relatıvely Tew students
al the unıversıtles. Most of them tudıed law TIhe relatıve POVEITY
of the abbeys W as the rCcason that there WCIC few students (P 170)
The Premonstratens1i1ans generally WeEIC nOoTt numbered the al1O W

spırıtua. elıte, who read and promoted Contemporary forms of mystica
lıterature p 173)

In hıs conclusıon (P 206) Gribbıin SayS „„AS of medieval rel1-
Q10US, the whıte exh1bıted INan of the fraıltıes COININON uman-
ıty, SOINC INOTEC than others, but they WEIC nOL, dAS body, wholly eprave
OT completely devo1d of spiırıtual mot1ivatıon: back-slıdıng and med1i0c-
nty, of varyıng degrees, WEeIC 1LLLOIC prevalent tendencıles‘‘.

Printer’s AIC OUuUnN! 10, 93, 129, 140, 183, 187 and 188
TIhe standard eXpression ‚Bona culına, ona dıscıplına" 1Ss phrased Dy
Gribbin wıth the followıng words: ‚bonum culımam, bonum communıtas‘
(p 79)
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