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ituary Sir Howard Colvin (1919-2007)

Hıstorlans and students who seek OVervV1eWwW of the Englısh Premon-
stratens1ans, ST1 generally turn fo The 1ıte ( anons In England (Oxford,

Dy SIr Howard Montagu Colvin Though it has een subjected LO
the PTOCCSS of hıstorıical rev1Ss10n, ıt Cal ruly be sa1d ave argely
wıthstood the test of tıme, wıth ıts beautifully-crafted ACCOUNLS of the
foundatıon of England’s Premonstratensian abbeys and chapters
Varlıous elements of canonıcal 1ıfe It 1S therefore wıth sadness that
earned of the eal of the author of the first sclentif1ic h1ıstory of OUT

order ın England
Colvın Was Orn 1ın S1dcup ın Kent 15 October 1919 Hıs interest ıIn

hıstory archıtectural hıstory egan A school DOy. In 1938, al the
ADC of 1 9 Colvın published hı1ıs fırst historical aPpCT, 3C inıtiated
serl1es of artıcles the Premonstratensian a  CY of ale (1938-43, in the
Journal of the Derbyshire Archaeological and Natural History oclety).
As ell ASs Joınıng the OoYya. Aır Force durıng the Second (0)8 War, he
read hıstory al Universıity College London, and Was assıstant lecturer iın
h1ıstory firom 1946-48 Hıs book the Englısh Premonstratensilans Was

ase: inıtially hıs research for doctoral thesı1s. However Colvın
obtaıned fellowshıp al St John’s College, OxfTord, and remaılıned there
for the rest of hıs lıfe, actıng A Jutor 8-78), Librarıan 0-8  > and
Emeriı1tus Fellow (1987-200 /), ell the gran' of personal reader-
sh1p in archıtectural hıstory ın 1965 He devoted much time voluntary
work OTTIIC1a. bodies for example he Was president of the Socıety of
Archiıtectural Hıstorjans of Great Brıtain 9-81 and cComm1ss10oner
of the Ooya. Commiss1ıon Hıstorical ManuscrI1pts 1-8 and Was

warded knighthood in 1995
Howard Colvın Was hıstorl1an iın MAanYy WAaYy5>. oUg

ATC partıcularly Ü h1s work the Englısh Premonstratens1ians,
he 111 be chiefly remembered A OIMNC of the Englısh archıtec-
tural histori1ans of the twentieth CenturYy. Hıs Biographical Dictionary
of British Architects OS and 10  S in ıts fourth edıt1on), 15
saıld tOo be the finest reference book of modern times produce by OIMIC

author. Colvın Wds medievalıst and post-medievalıst, cholar who
Was meticulous in hıis research, wıth etfalle‘ working knowledge of
archıves. The first [WO volumes of The History of the In2'S Works
3-9 argely wriıtten by Colvın, AdIC STi1 regarde the definıtive
hıstory of the castles, palaces and rel1g10us foundatıons of the Englısh
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medieval Ings On personal note, had the g00d fortune LO meeft SIT
Howard al St John’s College, Oxford, when Was post-graduate student
al Cambrıidge. He vVCLY generously shared wıth hI1s knowledge of
unpublıshed and inaccess1ıble Premonstratensian manuscrı1pts ın Eng-
ısh castle, including the amusıng SLOTY of how he goL ACCEeSssS fo them wıth
the a1ld of N However Was but ONC Man Yy hıstorlans who
benefited from h1ıs kındness, expert1se, and correspondence, and who
continue 18 value h1s astıng contrıbution 118 historical studies. SIr Howard
Montagu Colvin diıed 78 December 2007, aged SS
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