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markante figuren 1s de ex-norbertin vrederechter Juminı1, dıe in VOI-

schillende bijdragen (070)8 het voetlicht treedt, doch PaS OOTr Jos osch-
1IHNanls Jaak Ockeley met zın OOQOTNAamEeN Guilhelmus osephus (p 168

vooral 2Z2.F) voorgesteld wordt. erz1jde kan opgemerkt worden dat de
abd1ijgemeenschap Juminı DG tweede ans gaf in 1786 1et iın 1796
( 43) Om de VOOTNameN Van de Ontvanger Vall de Nationale Domeıinen,
Franciscus Briant 226); Colıns opvolger, Jacques Bresson 229),
te kennen, 1Ss het Z7e wachten tot de allerlaatste 1ıjdrage, Van de hand
Van Jaak Ockeley.

Ook andere redenen 1Ss BERN strakkere eindredactıie gewenstT, b1]voor-
ee INcCeT unıiformuiteıt brengen in de indelıng Van de bijdragen,
het kritisch apparaa' de wıjze Vall 208 Bınnen elk rtikel 1Ss de
homogeniteıt vee]l groler, al valt de bibliografie dıe volg de bıjdrage
OVCT het kunstpatrımon1um uıt de tO0ON. LO ontbreken vaak paginaverw1]-
zıngen bI] de artıkels de plaats Van uıtgave. Tevens werd het gebru1ik
Vanll eccn cruc1laal document, de 1]s Van schilder1en opgemaakt last
Van prelaat du Rondeau, uıt het bestand Kerkelnyk rchıef Vanll Brabant,
1et opgelyst. erken Vd. Barmhartigheid, CCM tentoonstellingscatalogus
OVCT 650 Jaar Alexianen In de Zuidelijke Nederlanden u1t 1985 staal aar-
entegen tweemaal vermeld Door CC fout ın de tıtels verschınen in de
1i]drage OVeCeT de muzıek het negende onderdeel OpPN1EUW de NUMMeEeIS
111 155 157 Al) Tenslotte zal VOOT de vele V laamse
voorıntekenaars Vall het boek ‘“Ironchiennes |Gen! 54) mınder VOI-

trouwd klınken dan de voormalıge norbertijnenabdı) Vanll Drongen
Toch oen ez7e elementen Van detailkrıtiek 1et af AaAn het gedurfde

9) de rulme uıtwerkıing Vanll Leven Lijden In Woelige Tijden. De
impact Van de Franse bezetting het dagelıjkse reilen zeılen iın CC

a  1]- dorpsgemeenschap 1Ss cecn weıin12 ontgonnen erreıin. Vanulit dat
perspectief belichten de tentoonstellıng het fraa1l geillustreerde boek
het belang Van het Grimbergse abdijarchief OOT het einde Van het ancıen
regıime de woelıige Franse overheersing.

Van Wayenberghstraat 16 Janıck APPELMANS
B-18 Strombeek-Bever

Letters wrıtten In 00dal The continues. Translated Dy alter
‚AAGERWEY and edıted by X avler COLAVECHIO O.Praem.., De ere
(  1SCONS1N): Alt Publıshing CO: 2006, 714 Lıbrary of Con-

Control Number 2006902235 00 be requested from
the of St Norbert CY, 1016 or TOadWay, De Pere.
WI USA

In 1893 three Norbertines traveled irom Berne CYy in The Nether-
an to the of Wisconsıin in the USA ere, the request of
Bıshop Sebastian essmer they egan minıister athol1ıc Walloon
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migrants lıying the Penınsula of Green Bay. total of utc Nor-
bertines Cainlec eventually to work ere under the inspirational ead of
theır confrere Bernard Pennings (1861-1955) TOmM the beginnıng the
°‘Amerıcan m1ss10oNarles’, 4S for long time they WeTC called, WOU wriıte
etters the and theır confreres of Berne CV theır rela-
t1ves. ese letters, ASs Pennings stated in OLIC of his first contrıbutions,
WEIC wrıtten 1n g0o0d Taıth’ meanıng that he ope people WOUuU NOoL uUsc
them for ONC OT the other negatıve 1C4SON In the early SOI etters
WEOIC made publıc Dy the a  CYy magazıne Het Offer (TIhe Sacrıfice) but
for IManYy decades the maJjorıty Was kept ın the archıves.

In 1996, due the h1ıstor1ic interest of Benjamın ackın O-
of St Norbert CV in De Pere, who Was ın office from 1982

1994, fırst volume of correspondence Dy the Tormer Bernenses Was

publıshed. par from sS1ixteen Varıous documents that book contaıned
208 etters in Englısh translatıon. Al etters WEIC wrıtten in the per10d
between 1893 and 1902 Each Was provıde. wıth T1e introduction and
MNan Yy had clarıfyıng footnotes Dy the translator and ackın
The maın translatıon of the utfc or1g1nals Was made Dy Dr. alter
agerwey, emerıtus professor al Calvın College of TanNn! Rapıds in the
STate of ich1gan, and hıs wiıfe. Both WEeIC of utfc descent and elonge:

eIorme Chrıstilans communıty but had OPCH mınd Tor the Nor-
bertines. The uftc Norbertine Ambrose Pennings (1899-1991), who Was

nephew of Bernard Pennings, and hıs Amerıican confrere Dr. X avıer
Colavechio *1931) WEIC instrumental in collecting the or1g1nal letters,
preparıng typescrIıpts and translatıng SOTI1IC of them

In h1s revIeWwW of the book the utc hıstor1an Dr. Van Stekelenburg
saı1d that reports about ploneer1ing phase ave theır ‘specılal charm)’ but
ın hıs 1eW later etters WOU also ave °h1istorical significance’*.
However, despite thıs indirect encouragement it took ten INOIC
before the second part of the correspondence Was publıshed. On the 1n1-
1latıve of the present a  OL, Dr. Gary Neville, the ext volume of Letters
wrıtten In 0o0dal Was compile and edıted Dy conifrere Colavechio
The book contaılns 14 / etters VerT the 1903 194 /. ome let-
ters aAaTe referring to specıfic 1SSUES, C the declaratıon of independency
Dy the of Bernenses 1ın 1908 and the rse of the Amerıcan Norber-
tine communıty into St Norbert CV in 1925 eTt. etters AdIiIc replıes
to Previ10us correspondence from Ameriıca. par from these, Tew let-
ters aATIcC presented peculıar addıtıon. ese etters aATc relatıng fo
1807 1idea of Peter Beckers of Berne CY, who Was iın office
from 1805 io 1823, 118 transfer hIis communıty the Unıiıted States. In
the the American confrere Charles Kılleen, er brother of the
later Sylvester Kılleen, discovered thıs materı1al ın the archıves of
the archdiocese of Baltımore ıle oing research for h1s doctorate.

In Analecta Praemonstratensia, XX 1998, 1522155
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One 1r of the NO publıshed etters Was wrıtten Dy Bernard Pen-
nıngs. ere ATiIC SaDS ın the chronology but ASSUTNC that, OVCT these
9 he has sent ST1 LLIOTC etters 18 The Netherlands But these WCIC

not Kept Dy the addressees dıd nOoLt arrıve). Ihe assumption that ST1
other etters ave ex1isted 15 ase: the fact that, 1le in Ameriıca,
Pennings always had extensive correspondence, C wıth confreres
there and also wıth the SUCCESSIVE procurators general in Rome. They
WOIC Joseph Nouwens from Berne CYy (1910-1920) and Hubert Noots
from ongerlo eV (1920-193 /) who later Was the general S

Next Pennings, other ‘Amerı1ıcan’ Bernenses cshowed prolıfic
wrıting 1ıke Gregory Rybrook, Cornelıus 1Tr'!  ee and Rafael Greven.
The contrıbutlions of the latter [WO confreres WeIC maınly about theır
pastoral work in dıfferent states and reflected upon the cCIrcumstances
they had {o lıve in At the time several of those etters WEeIC publıshed ın
par Dy Het Offer. Confrere Rybrook, who had crıtical spirıt, WOU
regularly wriıte about 1Ssues ın and around the Norbertine communlıty.
Another ex-BernenstIs, wrıting frequently, Was Mathıas Van den sen; he
had ONg£g0INZ correspondence wıth h1s brother Gerlac (1853-1925), the
famous °‘Farmers Apostle’.

Contrary the first volume of Letters wrıtten In o0dal the edıiıtor
has chosen 18 insert SOTIIC plctures in the subsequent book. ese ATiIC of
ıne former Bernenses includıng Pennings; beside these IS COPY of the
papa Breve of 1925 statıng that St Norbert CV Was established and
that Pennings Wäads appominted the fırst Ol; furthermore photograph
of Kılleen and SOTMINC snapshots of the bulıldıngs of the College and
the a  CYy AdIc nclude: Due those illustrations the outlook of the
book became INOTC attractıve.

The less etters of the second book, stretchıng OVCTI SOM 45
9 AF iın Strong Contiras 1o the dense correspondence ın the first
volume 1C ranged OVCT only ten The latter collection offered
VIEW the almost day to day development of the Amerıcan enterprise
1le the present ONC 1S restricted to specıfic hıghlıghts of that PTOCC5SS.
Yet other interesting items aATC NnCcIude: par from that WCOIMNEGETS
WOU descr1be ın mostly VIV1d style theır first experlences in pastoral
OT educatıonal work, 1ın the S54 Varlous etters ATC referring

the imm1gration of utc farmers into the m1ıd-West of Ameriıca. In
1908 all ‘Amerıcan’ Bernenses eclare STOUDE OT indıviıdually
belong the Amerıcan pPr10ry and walved theıir rıghts partıcıpate iın
the election of DCW of Berne CV; theır Declaratıon of Inde-
pendence made it manıfest that from 110 onward they had dıfferent
canoniıcal posıtıon. In 1910 the first S1ZNS of eritic1ısm the polıcy and
govern1ing style of Pennings appeare: in etters by confrere Rybrook. Hıs
confrere 11'!  SS everal ell wrought reports hıs 1ss1ıon

One 1Cason Was that durıng OT War an! World War 11 postal connectlons
between the USA anı Europe WEeTC dıfficult CutL oftf completely.
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ın Lou1lsıana ın 1909 andNand Dy that time he egan also
hIs CaIiCcCI author of 1010) regardıng the Norbertine eT. In 1914
Mathıas Van den sen CONI1ıde: 118 h1s brother Gerlac that he felt negatıve
about the Amerıcan Norbertine community. Identical WCIC
revealed by Rybrook In 1921 and 19272 TOmM 1917 onward Pennings
resumed regular wrıting 1(8) h1ıs relatıves but he also tried fo gel teachers
from Berne CY. In 1923 the called abbo! question’ 1.e€ the problem
whether the PT10TYy should become al  CY and who WOU be the first
OL, appeare in letter by Rybrook, SOOIMN be ollowe: Dy SOTIIC

stages of the PIOCCSS of raiısıng the pPr10ry into a  CY ın 1925 Not
unexpected, Pennings Was appolted the first Dy the POPC Thıs
fact he should consıder extraordinary honor 1ke procurator general
Noots explaıned 18 hım TOom 1932 onward, etters WEOIC incıdentally sent
1{8 The Netherlands:; theır total 1{8 194 / Was only ıfteen ese ea
maınly wıth formal problems; furthermore there Was report in several
parts of the ontana 1SS1ON Dy Rafael Greven; and SOINEC unsuccessful

Dy Pennings whether Berne CY COUu send 18(%  S lay brothers.
The last letter of the collection Was wriıtten Dy Pennings in 194 / and
announced the aDDatıa. essing of hıs coadj]utor Kılleen

Siınce all etters from Amerıca 1C WeIC kept in the archıves of
Berne CV ave een publıshed, should iry 18 make balance First
of all, readıng the Amerıca-Berne correspondence ONC gels idea of
how the ploneers ave experienced theır 11C  S COUNIÄTY. ere 1s sufficiıent
informatıon about the teething problems in theır work and about the
inıtıal achlevements in developıng theıir communiıty. It 1S remarkable that
the Amerıcan establıshment SOoN eached ıts maturıty and independence,
especlally when compared wıth another arge Berne enterprIise. The latter
egan exactly thiırty later, iın 1923 when agaln three Bernenses
WEOIC sent out 1ssıon aAaIrCca, thıs time ın 19 Eventually total of
Y confreres WOU COM {Oo work there; ın between them they PIO-
uce: COI'I'CSPOI'IdCI'ICC of I1NOIC than 3 0OO letters, all sent Berne
CY. Unlıke the ten iın Amerıca, ıt took orty before, 1ın
1962, house of the er COUuU be establıshed iın 12a The PT10TYy of
Jamtara became iındependent in 1984 and Was risen into the rank of
a  CYy in

urther dıfference regards the results of the Amerıcan enterprise.
1ve after Pennings had egun workıng ın Wiısconsın, ın 1898 he
moved wıth few confreres to Joseph’s Church ın De ere The oth-
CITIS continued theır pastora. actıvıtles in the parıshes of the Penıinsula,
1le SOTMINC went out for N  < m1ss1on in Canada. In the Salllc yCal 1898

In the 1990’s have summarızed the Indıia etters. Wıth addıtional mater1al TOM
Indıan SOUTCES they WEIC basıc book De vijftig Vd.: Berne, het werk Vd. de Nor-
bertijnen In India, (The 1Ity of Berne, the work of the Norbertines in Indıa),
publıshed 1ın 1998 hıs book Was reviewed by Van Bavel O.Praem in Analecta
Praemonstratensia, DG 2000, 32 7-332



AD Recensiones

Pennings ounded college ın De ere for 1C he WOUuU 010)8| after-
wards superv1se the ulldıng of 191  S school In De ere he also estab-
lıshed the first monasterY. novıtlate Was Jowed In 1902 TOmM then
onward the communıty Was growing because NO American NOVICES
COUuU Jom. TIhus, [WO miıinıistries WEIC at the basıs of thıs enterprise: DaS-
toral and educatıonal work. Surely, Pennings Ollowe: hereın the example
of Berne eY. Over the the pastoral work extended the state
of ich1gan (Essexville, unger, Manıst1que); the of 1N01S (Ch1-
CaQO, Somonauk) and later fOo the sTate of ontana. Next thıs, the
College SICW in numbers of students in 1917, another arge uıldıng
Was the existing Maın all and the eed for
developed into astıng problem. TOM the onward it became 1L1OT-
mal procedure that CVOI Jun1ors WOU be involved ın educatıonal aCt1V-
Ity. Despıite the moOonastery WOU expand agaın when the communıty Was
raısed into a  CYy in 1925, SOI ack of reappeared and the
novıtlate Was transferred estate ın Madıson In the the Nor-
bertines of de ere entered the state of Pennsylvanıa OUnN! OU! East
athol1c Hıghschool in Phıladelphia, and they also eached Delaware
where they establıshed Archmere Academy. Ihe last time the educatıonal
work of Pennings’ WOU argely increase Was in the when
another hıghschool Calllec fo ıfe ın the prem1ses of the OlUumMmDUs Club of
the CIty of Green Bay. For all h1ıs proJjects Pennings needed lot of

He Was kılled in collecting thıs successfully from all kınd of
people, varyıng between SsSma. SUMMS fIrom sımple belıevers and arge
confrere 1T'  eel that al the time the Norbertine er ın the Unııted
amounts from mıllıonaires. Wıth obvıous pride he in 194 / hıs

States had properties LO worth of OVCOT {[WO miıllıon dollars However, the
second volume of Letters wrıtten In 0o0dal g1ves rarely OT CVOIN not
anıy informatıon about these and other s1ıgnıfıcant subjects OT develop-
ments after 1902

Whereas in research it 15 often dıfficult fınd rephes of
specıfic correspondence, ATIC ucky fo NOW 110 SOINEC of these in the
CasSc of Letters wrıltten In 00d al because, the polıcy
regardıng the first volume, the edıtor of the second volume has nCcIude:

few of these aNsSWEeTIS. However, OVCTI the 3} SOT1I1C LWenNLY
other etters WEeIC 1ssued by Bazelmans and addressed to Pen-
nıngs; they WeIC also kept in the archıves of St. Norbert CY. It 15
plty that these etters ave 187011 een inserted ASs supplement thıs
volume. FHiırst, thıs correspondence 15 interesting because Bazelmans Was
not known A enthusı1astic wriıter. In Fact Varıous Bernenses, lıving in
Amerıca, WOUu complaın about that and feel CVCN neglected Dy hım In
addıtıon, hıs replıes fo prev1ous etters of Pennings clarıfy SOTIIIC prob-
lems iın the beginnıng of the Amerıcan enterprise and er also
dıfferent VIeEW hıs PCTISON. Furthermore, in the SAaIne archıves everal
etters aAaTec kept 1C| WOIC sent Pennings Dy number of confreres
and contaıned the motives why they eventually WOUuU COM Ameriıca.
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Moreover., quıte SOTINC etters ATC preserved 1C WerTC addressed
Mathıas Van den sen Dy hıis relatıves, includıng hıs brother Gerlac
And, after the election of Coadjutor Kılleen in 194 7, also Tew
etters Camnlc in from Onderste1u]jn of Berne CV in to
what Pennings had previously reported hım For unknown TCasONSs,
ONMNC of the etters mentioned ere WeTIC publiıshed in thıs volume. Except
AIiCcC three etters regardıng the musıclan Ambrose Dobbelsteen who in
1912 4S the last Bernensıs Calllc America.

Nevertheless, both volumes of Letters wrıltten In 00d al 1O  S
avaılable thanks the Iforts of St Norbert CYV, AIiC irreplaceable
SOUTCC for OUT knowledge of the Amerıcan enterprise of Berne Abbey”.
It 15 misfortune that the uftfc a  CY has publıshed the authentic

ASs preserved in ıts archives®. ONC has keep in mınd that
the Letters only er introduction 18 the history of the Amerıcan
Norbertine foundatıon. For the full VIeEW ONC needs 1{8 ook into other
OUTCES 4S mentloned, personal 11es of the former Bernenses and rele-
vant hlıterature.

Here it 1Ss worth repeating the opınıon of Van Stekelenburg that the
correspondence between Amerıca and Berne CYV WOU ave deserved

lavısh preamDble setting the etters in the cConftext of nıneteenth CEeNTLUrY
iımmi1gration the United States. Especılally Wiısconsın, ıchıgan and
ontana the sStates where in the beginnıng the Norbertines of
Berne CV WOU fınd theır destinatiıon had developed through INass

mı1gration from other continents but also from INalnıy European countrIies,
The Netherlands NCcIude Sufficıient OUTCES and lıterature AIcC avalıllable
for thıs subject. Next thıs, attention should ave een g1ven interna-
tional m1ss1oNary strıvings and actlions. TOom the onward SITrOoNg
m1ss1oNary zeal developed ın Kurope; Man Yy priests and other rel1210uUs
such ASs lay brothers and SsIsters eft their ome countrIies assıst the
indiıgenous clergy 1C had only Ssma. numbers. For example, everal
utc and Belgıan diocesan priests WEeEeIC in charge of parıshes in Cal
De ere where the Norbertines WOU COM work.

Another remark, also made INOTEe than ten dADO in regard of the
first volume, 1S why this volume has neıther index of and places
1LOT chronological lıst of the etters. It WOU nOoLt ave as much TNOTC

CNCISY and add these Now it 1S dıfficult and time consumıng
fınd informatıon. An addıtional volume wıth these ata from both

Based Letters wriıltten ıIn .o00d Faith anı Nan y documents of the archıves of
StT. Norbert Abbey, Berne eYy anı the Procura in Rome next other mater1al,
book Bernard Henry Pennings, founder of the Norbertine Order In the USA,
the INd.  - hbehind the ImAaQe, has een published ın 2010 in De Pere, merıca and utfc
translatıon iın 2011

In the beginnıng of the 1970s confrere Ambrose Pennings has made ype coples
of the etters anı bundled these in book which 18 preserved in the archıves of Berne
eY.
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0o0ks, and, C accompanıed by pictures of all ‘Amerı1ıcan’ Bernenses,
remaıns Strong wısh!

last and rather dıfferent question 1s whether the mMOomentum IS there
inıtlate comparatıve study of the Norbertine M1SS1ONAaTYy enterprises

of the nıneteenth and twentieth Century. It WOU be interesting learn
whether the M1SS1ONAaTrYy enterprises of the abbeys of verbode, Grimber-
SCH, Park, Postel, ongerlo and Berne ave een LINOTC less identical:
furthermore, ın IC these enterprises WEeIC dıfferent from each
other OTIIC COU consıder items such the preparatıon, the numbers of
confreres iınvolved and the financıal Support and 1C inıtl1atıves ave
een taken for coordination and cooperatıon between them Regardıng
thıs last 1ssue the role of the SUCCESSIVE procurators general Nouwens and
Noots should be examıiıned/.

Jean VAN STRATUMNieuwe Tiynıngen
N L-5301 Zaltbommel

For example, In hıs procurator general and abbot general, several
OCCaslons Hubert Noots Was ser10usly involved in the 1a 1ssıon of Berne eY.


