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Introduction

On May I 2011, the 75th annıversarYy of Sporta VZ (non profit
organızation) Was celebrated Sporta VZ puts ıtself, since ıts creatıon
in 194 /, at the servıce of the Belg1an Sports communıty by promoting
healthy SpOrTtS and to contend wıth abuses and wıthın sport
ıtself. Sporta VZ organıses mobile campa1gns, conferences, and lec-

and everal publications, includıng Sporta magazıne.
The Norbertine, Antoon Van CIe (1891-1955) Was the ounder. He W ds

OIlC of the fırst people in Belg1um CONCEOITIN hımself systematically
wıth the spirıtual needs of the professional cyclısts. Quickly, he SUT-

ounded himself wıth collaborators take the wellbeing of professional
sportsmen of all dıscıplınes heart In 1943, SOTTt of Sporta councıl
(Sportabestuur) Was convened for meeting; from 194 / onwards, thıs
assoc1latıon Was called “ Sporta” (an abbrevıiatıon of Sports Apostolate).
Father Van Cle egan LNOTIC actıvely help Ssportsmen, defend theır
rıghts, and assıst them soc1lally and morally. In 1949, 0Ca sectlions
and regional actıvıtles WEeTC inıtliated. Van Cle introduced monthy
magazıne, drawıng attention to the an abuses wıthın the
WOT'! of 9 such A4sSs the commercılalızatıon of the OUr de France.
er Van CIle’ eal in 1955, Sporta Was expande wıth Sporta Pıl-
grimages an: Sporta Youthcamps, 1Ie study an informatıon SCI-

VICes, soclal ervıice and faır play club WEeIC ounded Through these
sport an you olıdays, Sporta nowadays reaches
youngsters annually. nu thıs VEeL Y day, Sporta continues to safeguard
the values of the WOT of S promoting faır play, engagıng in the
1g agaınst rugs, and lıberatıng SpOrTS from exaggerated commercılal-
1zatıon.

In thıs contrıbution, 111 TawW attention the f1gure of thıs almost

forgotten Norbertine, includıng hıs or1gınal apostolate the profes-
s1onal cyclısts, and ı11 contextualıze thıs apostolate wıthın the
broader attıtude of the OITIc1a. Roman atholıc Church toward profes-
s1ional Ssport.
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Who Wäas Van CI1e?)

Cornelius osephus Van Cle or1g1nated Irom well-to-do famıly and
Wdads born July 15, 1891 in Meerhout-Ziıttaart ın the Antwerp Campıines,
the SO  —_ of 0Ca headmaster OZe Van CIle (1862-1934) and FElızabeth
Vennekens (1861-1945). He Was the eldest of S1X and received strıct
educatıon, wıth emphasıs placed respectT, umilıty, exemplarıty, and
attentiveness.

In 1910, he completed STaAMMAT school wıth magnıficent results at the
Saınt-Aloysıus College of eel He WAas also member of gemeen
Katholiek Vlaams Studentenverbond (AKVS) |Genera athol1ıc Flemish
Student Uni10on];, where he attracted attention wıth hıs responsıble charac-
ter. The slogan ““Everything for anders, anders for Chrıist” es
VOOT Vlaanderen, laanderen VOOI Chrıistus” of the KVS clearly
pointed out that thıs Student Un1i1on contextualızed the emancıpatıon of
anders into Chrıistian perspective.

ıthın the famıly of Van CIle, there WEeTC lot of vocatıons LO the
priıesthood and the monastıc 1ıfe On eptember 5 1910, Cornelıus
osephus entered the CV of the Norbertines al ongerlo, where he
took sımple VOWS and recel1ved hıs rel1210Us NamMmce, Antoon, in honour of
Saılnt Anthony of ua

TIhe First (0)8 War became dec1isıve moment ın hıs formatıon:
durıng the fırst months, he served stretcher-bearer al the Battle of
the Yser, and afterwards he served in ospıta. take CaIic of soldiers
wıth typho1d fever. Van CIle WAas eclare unfit for urther miılıtary SCI-

vice due nolse-1ınduced deafness, InJurYy he got durıng the bom-
bardment of Nıeuwpoort in 1915 The SAaillc disease mashed to pleces
hıis dream of becoming Miss1ıonary of Scheut (Congregatıon of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, M Later 0) he COU be recogn1ızed
Dy the characterıistic orn protrudıng from h1is CAaT. Nonetheless, Father
Antoon revealed hımself intermediary for the correspondence of
soldiers wıth theır famılıes V1a smugglıng durıng the WAT. Van
CIe Was collaborator and the inıt1ator of pro-Flemish magazınes such

Ons Vaderland, Belgische Standaard and De Vlaamse Stem, and he

CAUWELS, Een NAd. Vd.  > gisteren OOr FHMOFSCH, Leuven, 1982; CLAES, Antoon
Vd. Cle, stichter hezieler Van Sporta, ongerlo, 2005; DEKKERS, alter Antoon Van

Cle, ongerlo, 1998; W.C DEKKERS, 'GIe, Cornelıus osephus Alphonsus/’, 1: allo-
aal Biografisch Woordenboek, Brussel, vol (1977) col 148-155; VAN DONINCK,
Pater Antoon VanNn Cle, ANL leven zın werk, Gent, 19/3
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&. D

Van CIe al the Sporta Pılgriımage in Diest
(Tongerlo, Archıves of the Abbey)

for De Meerhoutenaar Ua den Zer, 0Ca WaT magazıne. Van
Cle posthumously recel1ved certificate of apprec1atıon for hıs
ee durıng the First or War.

In 1918, he took h1s solemn OWS5 d Canon Regular of Premontre in
G’reat Brıtain and returned the CeV of ongerlo. Iwo later,
after completing h1s studıies ın eology, he Was ordaıned priest in
Namur. (OQver the COUTSC of the followıng decade. he devoted hımself,

other thıngs, the of students by organızıng Eucharıstıc
days ese WEIC stopped by order of the authoriıties due theır hıghly
dıstincet Flemıish pohtical INCSSaSC. Bes1ides thıs, he dıd apostolate work

the workıng you! (KAJ Katholieke Arbeıiders Jeugd), ‘displaced
youngsters’ and the Carıtas movement, and, above all, wıthın the temper-
AalNlCcE MOoveme: Between 1928 and 1933, he organızed the Ruysbroeck
movement, 1C brought into focus the spiırıtual and cultural formation
of unıversıty students and sem1ınarlans. Van CIle also publıshed in everal
Journals.
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In 1936, hıs apostolate changed COUTSC when he decıded 1(8) talk
cyclıng coach durıng hıs egular cyclıng trıps. I.ater 0)  9 he aIsSoO addressed
the mılıeu of boxing, athletics, weightlıfting and wrestling. The rtch-
bıshop of Malınes, ardına OZe Van ROeYy, supported Van Cle’ SpOrt
apostolate, and December 13, 1943, the inıtlatıve led LO the foundatıon
of the ‘Natıonal Commuttee for the ora Encouragement of AIl Sports-
men (Natıonaal Comuiıte VOOT de Zedel1ke Opbeuring Van He Sportman-
nen), called “ Sporta” from 1944 onwards. Thıs expression Was suggested
by Romaın Maes (1912-1983)°*, who had already qualified the cyclısts
Van 1/9 sport apostles’ in 1936 Besides Van CIle dAS the chlef apostle’,
the central admıiınıistration consisted of general chaırman, treasurer and

secreTtaTrV; Flemish province had ıts OW chaırman. I1wo
later, after the magazıne Sporta-zon had appeare iın the 1g of the fOor-
matıon of ıts eaders, Sporta Was officıally erected non-profit an-
1satıon. Sporta’'s constitution Was sıgned October S 1946 and ıts staft-
utes WeTIC published ebruary 15 194 7 in the Belgı1an 1C12a. (GGazette
(Staatsblad). TIhe natıonal commiıttee Was then abolished In aVvO1ld eing
considered atholıc assoc1atıon wıth polıtical-ıdeological agenda, the
ounder stated expressly that he wanted be independent of the organızed
atholıc Actıon In July 194 7, the fırst 1issue of the monthly
magazıne, Sportakerel, appeared, ın 16 Van Cle5 between 1952
and 1955, unfinıshed serles of artıcles the Or1g1Ns, g0al, meanıng
and method of hıs apostolate. On May 19, 1955, Van CIe suddenly
died al the ADC of in the raılway statıon of Brussels OT

Ihe Apostolate the cyclists”

Sports Journalıst Pol Jacquemyns (1896-197//) ın h1s memoOIrTrS
that Van CIle almed establısh kınd of spırıtual confraternıty of

The Cyclıst Romaın Maes W O]  — the Jlour de France iın 1935 and became natıonal
ero. In the 1936 edition, he Was nOTL ell prepared anı SOI had leave the > TOUL: The
media ell the OII1Ic1a. Belgıan Cyclıng Union consıdered hım Taltor. Durıng
that dıfficult per10d, Van Cle met Romaın Maes. On Maes, SCC VANYSACKER, art.
‘Maes, OMAanus Jul1anus (Romaıin)), ın Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek, Brussels,
vol 18 (2007), col 645-648

ONGERLO, Archives of the eY, Section A9 (Van CI& A 9 especılally
(Box 103); larles of Van Cle and 15b (Box 107) ‚DOri spel In de opvoeding and Het
Sportprobleem; PITTOORS, ‘Voor de FENNETS, door de FrenNnNners onder de renners”.
Het wielerapostolaat Vd. Antoon Vd. CIe (1936-1955) AI morele VLSLE ;DOTT,
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Ssportsmen, morally and soclally eft theır fate’”. TIhe Norbertine started
durıng the thırtıes of the twentieth CeNLUrYy be interested LNOTC and
I1NOTC ıIn competitıve cyclıng, and especlally ın the PCISON of the cyclısts.
He Was of the perception the publıc that the cyclısts WEIC

nothıng but stup1d and empty-minded musclemen. It Was AsSs ıf athletes
such A Romaın Maes who had een unanımously abused after he
threw ın the towel al the OUr de France in 1936 COu not ave anıy
problems, emot1ons, and cshould only focus pushing hıs pedals.
Thıs undeserved and prejudıced perception extremely surprised Van Cle
It incıted hım h1s specıfic apostolate the cyclısts, characteriızed
by three objectives, Ad> ave earned from hıs dıarıes from the SUmMMer

of 1936 untıl December 1943
First of all, he wanted 18 reunıte the cyclısts that they COU talk

wıth each other and wıth hım about profoun subjects. the Salllc tiıme,
Van Cle COUu satısIfy theır rel1g10us needs and theır ‘hunger of the sSsoul1_
The susceptibıilıty of the cyclısts the Word of God became clear
everal pılgrımages. ese fraternal gatherings, recollections,
increased throughout the in S17e and frequency. The MoOst ımportant
'organısıng cıt1es’ WETIC, besides the CY of ongerlo ıtself, Dender-
monde, Steenbrugge, ortr1]k, Hasselt, and Heverlee OT rbeek-Lo
Later 0)  , pılgrımages took place ıIn allon1ı1a and the Netherlands Wıth
the help of extensive maılıng lıst, Van Cle invıted LLOTC and LLIOTC

cyclısts, who defied SECEVEGETES weather to be present. The ProOgTam of such
day Was mıxture of relaxatıon (a SAaAMC of 00 and dınnıng

together) and reflection (group OT prıvate conversatıons). Nothıng Was

taboo compulsory. Van Cle Was VeELY caut1ous, wıth respect for each
indıvıdual’s character and concerning theır prıvate atters In
that WAaY, he enjoyed the confıdence of INany of the cyclısts Sylveer
Maes (1909-1966), Romaın Maes, Edward V1issers (1912-1994), Emile
Masson (1915-2011), Alberıc Schotte (1919-2004), Stan Ockers Ö-

Raymond Impanıs (1925-2010) and Rık Van Steenbergen 4-
mentı1on few.

gekaderd In de bredere kerkelijke standpunten (Masterthesıs Leuven), Leuven, 2010;
VANYSACKER, Vlaamse wielerkoppen: 150 Jaar drama heroiek, Leuven, Davıds-

fonds, 201%; 150-156; VERBRUGGEN DEN HOLLANDER, “Apostolaat bıinnen
de ntistaan werkıing Van Sporta’”, iın D’HOKER, RENSON anı \‚LOLIB-
EER (re: Voor liıchaam katholieken, lıchamelijke opvoeding ;D In de
79° 270° CCUW, Leuven, 1994, 178-199
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econdly, Van CIle wanted 118 polısh theır image and stra1ghten out

publıc opınıon. An extensive advertising campaıgn of hıs act1ons, confer-
and S even1ings in the WOU COTMNC in useful But the

relationshıp between the Norbertine and the youngsters in the WdsSs

nOoL that g00d Hıs connectiıon wıth are Steyaert (1882-1961), also
known As are Van Wıjnendaele, who Wds al that time also the coach
of the Belgıan cyclısts iın the OUr de France, Was problematıc al est*
In spıte of hıs personal insıstence Cooperalte and the ever-increasing
actıvıtles of Van CIe; there Was nOoL ON word OVCT three yCal per10d

of it publıshed ın Sportwereld, the NCWSDAaAPDCI of Steyaert. It Was only
A4s result of the second pilgrımage Beauraing ın 1939 that Steyaert
changed h1s attıtude. Nevertheless, the relatıonshıp between these [WO

Strong personalıties continued be Walloon Journalıst, Paul
Bevıng, argued ın favour of Van Cle’ apostolate from the eg1N-
nıng. In h1ıs Les Sports, he CVCIN suggested 118 organıse Walloon fraternal
gatherings, althoug. he often gol personally enraged bDy the farcıcal
behavıour of the cyclısts and theır love of

Thırdly, Van CIle made effort 116 decrease the dıfficulties and abuses
wıth IC SpOTT, and especlally cycliıng, had {o COPC. Hıs V1is1ıOon thıs
ubject Was clearly expressed iın hIs Tacl, Het Sportprobleem por
roblem’), publıshed in 1949 Van Cle ase h1s study dissertation
iın eology Dy Hungarıan Francıscan, Läslö Mıhaly (0)8 (1917-1960),
datıng from 194 7 and cons1ıdered the MOST systematıc and etfaıle: O-
lıc work SpOrt ın those days?. Van Cle warned about the dıverse
demons of the of cyclıng. First of all, he mean! the dangers of
exaggeratıon, eXCcessIve traınıng, megalomanıa, the absence of spirıtual
educatıon and study, indecencYy, discrimınation, hurting COomMMen! by
speakers durıng TaACC, the ookıng for sensatıon, hostile fans and
"dangerous houses and women’. econdly, he cerıtic1sed external ele-

such dC, publıicıty Dy 16 Spor Was only consıdered
A Show, boastıng al intervi1ews and SpO: even1ngs, exaggerated trıb-
utes, sensatıonal artıcles, the creation of 5 the chasıng of records,

On teyaert, Journalıst, ell deator an! organızer of the famous Flemish
Classıc Ronde Vall Vlaanderen’ since 1913, SCC VANYSACKER, art. ‘Wijnendaele, are.
Van, pseudonym OOT teyaert, Carolus Ludovıicus, wlielrenner, plonier Vall de Vlaamse
sportjournalıstiek”, in Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek, Brussels, vol (2009), col.

Christiana Cultura COFrporis CI specliallı respeCtu ad modernum NnAalura el
moralıtas (Pontificıum Athenaeum Anton1i1anum. acultas theologıca. Theses ad lauream,
vol 52 Clu], 194 7, 142
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mi1splaced STITeESS upON the financıal aspect of (among others, book-
makers), mı1ıxed SpOTTS Suc. SpOTTS ave much ground 1ın COTILLTNOIMN wıth
OV®), and Sport for (as kınd of ex hıbıtıon of the flesh!). 1To
conclude, Van Cle denounced alse prophets such d mater1alısm, ‚U-

alıty and disıllusiıonment. Hıs V1is1ıon Cal be explaıned wıth hıs OW

words: “We applaud whole-heartedly moderate playıng of SpOTT, and
ATiIc convınced that9 under capable guldance and concelved in ıts

CoOrrect meanıng, Caln and should be valuable part of physıca. educa-
tıon  A Between the dısıllusıonment, Van Cle also mentioned, from 1954
Oonwards, pılls, °lıttle ombs  27 and rugs

Van Cle pastoral practices should be contextualızed wıthın the
Overiure from the athol1ıc Church towards competitıve and phys-
ical exerc1ses, 1e or1ginated durıng the pontıificate of 1US 3-

er 1US XI (1922-1939) and 1US XII (1939-1958), the Church
SaAaVC Its place wıthın the educatıon of the you atholıc Actıon,
instigated first and foremost Dy the Church, Was embodie Dy the 1N1-
t1atıves of Van Cle durıng the and Hıs apostolate Was

tool g1ve sportsmen, especılally those or1ıg1ınatıng from lower
soc1al classes, atholıc educatıon. T he aım Was the formatıon of inde-
pendent, responsıble, and iInen wıth high moral princıples, whose
behavıour and WaYy of 1ıfe WOU ın turn be adopted Dy the crowd. It
Was the task of the Church the WOTr of SpOrts DYy of
the atholıc Actıon

Concerning ‚pOrtT, the Church ase ıtself partıcularly Paul, who
WwTOLlLe in h1s FHirst Letter the Corinthians Cor 9-12) 56D0 yOU nolt
NOW that YOUT bodies AIc temples of the Holy Spirıt, who 1s ın VOU,
whom YOU ave recel1ved from God? You ATIC 1a(0)1 YOUIL OW. YOoUu WOIC

bought al price. Therefore honour (G0od wıth YOUr bodies.?’® PTE Wäas

dıfference at the time of Van Cle As read 1ın the PASSasc of
ardına Van oeYy’s Lenten Letter of 1942, 1C Was quoted Dy Van
Cle ıIn h1s TactT, ‚DOrFi spel INn de opvoeding ° Far from eing hostıle
towards physıca. educatıon, physıca. exerc1ıses and competitions,
the Church applauds everythıng that eal 1(0) the conservatıon and the
development of the physıca health, the muscular strength, lıtheness of
the 1ımbs, especlally of the you provıde that the order of rankıng of

KENIS, °° Wat 21] ook doet, doet es ter wln Kerkel1jke theologısche
opvattıngen MASIN sport”, 1in D’HOKER, RENSON anı JOLLENEER Te Voor
ıchaam (see ote 3 9 12-41
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values 15 taken CaTic of and that al the SdamIllc time and increasıngly the
NO capacıtles of the Soul AIC exercised’”’/.

JT he Ollıcıa Church OoOcfiIrıne concerning sport®
The Church’ interest ın SpOrTS and her ıdeas about ave varıcd

throughout hıstory, keeping PACC wıth changes ın culture and soclety. As
AIC especlally interested ın the modern Sports, 16 emerged al the

end of the 19th Century and the beginnıng of the 7Oth CenturYy, potentıial
OUTCES ave be searched wıthın thıs per10d.

In act the pont1{ffs throughout the 20th CENLUTY ave shown pecı1al
interest ın SpOTtTS, CVCN ıf SOTIT1I1IC of theır discourses WCIC only for specıfic
OCcas]lon. Ihroughout the 9 SOTLT of Church *doctrine” regardıng
SpOrtTS that 1S capable of interpreting sporting phenomena has emerged,
lıttle by lıttle, In the 1g of the al and in connection to the general
thıcal princıples of the natural and supernatural orders. Yet, thıs set of
teachings has een developed LO the pomt of reaching mature and
Organıc synthesı1s ıIn OTITICcC1a Church document.

ese discourses manıfest enlıghtened perception of the evıdent
value that SpOrTS play wıthin modern culture that has een shaped Dy
rapı change ın the wake of the Industrıial Revolution, the subsequent
changes ın the CUSLtOMS and lıfestyles of the INasSsSCS, ell A the frantıc
ques Dy Ial fo affırm hıs OW subjectivity and indiıvıdual reedom

Regardıng the sporting phenomena, the ave outlıned un1que
synthesı1s, ounded uponN and gulded Dy princıples of the moral order,
pertaınıng the physiıca well-being and the supernatural PUTrpOSC of the

*“ Verre Van vijandıg staan tegenOVver lıchamel1jke opvoeding, lıchaamsoefeningen
sportwedstrijden, Juicht de erk es toe waft Vanll ard 15 de lıchamel1jke gezond-

he1d, de splerkracht, de len1gheıd der ledematen, vooral D1] de Jeugd, onderhouden
ONLW1  elen, voorwaarde dat de rangorde der waarden iın acht SCHOMCN WOT!|

LeTZE.  ert1]Jd ın rulmere mate de edele CTIMOSCNS Van de 1e] geoefend”, JONGERLO,
Archıives of the Abbey, Section A, (Van Cle, 15b (Box 107)

hıs part 18 based, ‚O] others, PINTO, 169 neglı Insegnament] pontificı
da Pıo Paolo VI, Rome, 1964; DE PANFILIS, empo lıbero, tUurLSMO La
risposta della Chiesa, Rome, 1986; RINALDI, (1L10vannı Paolo II I0 SpOFT, Rome,
1990; GANDOLFO and VASSALLO, Lo nel documenti pontifict, Brescla, 1994;

AZZA, “ SpOT! viewed from the Church’’s Magıster1um , in The World of ‚por:
Today. Field of Christian Missıon. International Seminar, Vatican, 1A9 November
2005, Vatıcan Ciy; Labrer1a ıtrıce Vatıcana, 2006, SE NSee Iso CAUWELS,
Ioespraken Vd. de ausen ver sport toerısme, Tongerlo, 1982
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human PCISON. They ave noted the physical, psychological and spiırıtual
benefits that COTMNNC from the practice of 5 whıle., al the SAaImnec tiıme,
they ave underlıned the risks and elated dangers that derıve from
er10us dıstortions of fundamental thıcal The Interwar Peri10d 1S
especlally ıimportant for the attıtude of the Vatıcan toward the
of SpOrTS in the context of the totalıtarıan iıdeolog1ies of Nazısm and
Fascısm. Research wıthın the Archıves of the Vatıcan Segretarıa dı Stato
(Sezıone PCTI rapport COI gl1 stat1), and wıthın the Archıvıo degreto
Vatiıcano (Archıves of the Nuncı1ature of unıch, Berlın and of the
Nuncı1ature in Italy) o1veES better nsıght iın thıs matter?.
1le studyıng the attıtude of the toward modern SpoOrts, the

Second OT'! War has be SCCI1 A miılestone. Before that per10d, the
pontiffs generally pointed the dangers of eXCEessSIVe sporting actıvıtles
that distort the harmon10us development of body and mınd, and ead
the neglıgence of the observatıon of the Lord’s Day. The attıtude of the

toward the of cyclıng and the bıke 1S also VL Y interesting in
thıs Context W hereas cyclıng Was first SCCH ASs profane and
actıvıty, the bıke Was al first consıdered be the vehıcle of the evı

partıcular hot topıc during the preceding the First or War,
and ST1 later 0) Was the question ıf cClergy WEeTC permitted noTt UsSc

the bıke Ethıical VeT the perception of sweatıng parısh priests
wıth rolled outane coincıded wıth theologıca discussi1ons mod-
ern1ısm. The personal PapCIS of 1useppe Melchilorre Sarto, the future
Pope 1US A, dIiC OUTCES of partıcular interest here!©.

Immediately followıng the Second or War, the Church Liırmly
adopted tool of apostolate. ıthın the Context of the 185

struction of the western WOT'| 1US XI promoted ‚por prec10us
instrument for the “ formatıon of the complete INan and the perfect T1S-
t1an who thınks and aCTs accordıng I1CasSOMN enlıghtened Dy the faıth’
The emphasıs 1s placed the value of the body, ıts role wıthın
plan and its auxılıary function wıth regard the soul. In thıs 1g OC

has understand the recuperatıon by the Church and Dy the talıan

See VANYSACKER, “ POor the Glory of God for the OTrY of the Natıon?): TIThe
LU of the Holy See toward por! during the nter War Peri0d (1919-1939)”, aAapPpPCAar
In the cts of the Annual Meeting of the Amerıcan Academy of Relıgion (Chicago, 201

VANYSACKER, “ Vehicule modernIiste instrument d’apostolat”? Le dılemme de
Giuseppe Melchiore arto Pıe CN VeTS l’util1isation de la bıcyclette par le clerge 94-
1908)”, 1in La papaute contemporaline (.  e-XÄXe siecles), Louvaın-La-Neuve, 2009,

2452255
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Democrazıa Cristiana of the GIiro alıa after the War, and the 1eW of
the natıonal hero, Gino Bartalı (1914-2000), the Ne'  S Chrıstian Knight.
The personal and ideologıcal t1es between 1USs AIL, the talıan Priıme
Miınıster Alcıde De Gasper1 (1881-1954), and the members of the Azıone
Cattolica Bartalı and Vıncenzo Torrianı (1919-1996), the organızer of
the GIiro WeTC 1NOTC than accıdentallk. IThe NqUIrY concerning the
ultımate meanıng for the Church WdsSs expressly made Dy 1US AXCH: In
ddress to Roman athletes May 20, 1945, 1US XI applıed St Paul’s
exhortatıon, “Whether YOUu eal OT rın whatever it 1S that YOU do, do it
all for the g10rYy of Cor al physıca actıvıty; thıs COIMN-

sequently ncliude: SpoOrts. In fact, he boldly exclaımed: ° HOW Can the
Church not be interested in sport? ” By thıs rhetorical question he
intended dıspel the urkıng Op1n10Nns that rejected the 1idea that the
Church COU ave an Yy interest whatsoever ıIn the practice of Sports.

It Was interest that, since that day, only increased especılally wıth
opes Paul VI and John Paul IL

Conclusion

ıthın the archıves of the CYV of ongerlo, fiınd the dıarıes,
correspondences, wrıtings and of Antoon Van Cle (1891-1955)'*.
IThıs Norbertine egan specılal apostolate the cyclısts from 1936
onwards. er few, he also worked for boxers, weightlıfters,
wrestlers and other athletes. Hıs a1ım W ds do AWaAY wıth the perception
that sportsmen WEIC nothıng LNOTC than stup1d and empty-minded InNUuS-

clemen. He organızed pılgrımages and wıth them, engaged in
lot of networkıng and publıshed continuously hıs work. Van Cle got
the Ssupport of ardına oZe Van ROoey, and in 1943, ounded the prede-
CEeSSOoT of Sporta VZ  9 trade unıon for sportsmen. Van Cle pastoral

11 See C PIVATO, SIa lodato Bartalı Ideologia, cultura muft] dello cattolico
(1936-1948), Rome, 1996

JTONGERLO, Archives of: the Abbey, Section A, (Van @ contalns: la
(Box 85) personalıa; (Box 86) Death and Funeral; 43a and (Box 86) pP:  y
documents Dekkers (Pater Antoon Vd.  - le, and inventorYy Sporta Archives:;:

(Box 58) pPapcCcIs anı notes by Dekkers:; 8a and (Box 88) typed COPY and uplı-
afe monograph Dekkers:; (Box 85) Publıshed monograph Dy Dekkers (1998);

(Box 88) artıicle from Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek from I9 11 (Boxes
89-91, 05 and 96) Sporta Archives; 15a (Box 103) 1larles of Van Gile: anı 15b
(Box 107) ‚DOrF; spel In de opvoeding anı Het Sportprobleem.
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actıvıtles ave 18 be contextualızed wıthın the of the atholıc
Church toward and physıca. exerc1ıse that had egun under the PON-
tıfıcate of 1US er 1US XI and especlally under 1US AIl, the
Church SaVC ıts deserved place wıthın the educatıon of the you
atholıc Actıon, gıven prior1ity Dy the Church, Was embodıie: Dy the 1N1-
t1atıves of Van Cle It W ds WaY to o1ve these Ssportsmen, who
often emanated from lower soc1ı1al ranks, atholıc educatıon. The goal
Was to traın autonomous, responsı1ıble INeCN wıth hıgh moral standards,
whose behavıour and WAaY of 1fe COUuU be adopted Dy the Crowd. Van
Cle apostolate Was A4aSse‘: the opın1on that it Wdads the task ol the
Church the WOT. of SpOrTS Dy of the atholıc Actıon
mMovemen!
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